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HOPELESSLY ROMANTIC 


EDITORS NOTE 


‘Dilemma: Baby or Abortion’’ brings the 
issue of abortion from a lofty, abstract, 
philosophical argument down to seven specific 
women who faced this dilemma. What did they 
feel? Can they live with their decision? I hope 
their intimate stories will give you insight into 
this issue. 


“Tf Erotic Films Were Made for Women...’’ 
examines an offshoot of the VCR boom story. 
Easy rental and purchase of adult films has seen 
this industry move into the homes of middle- 
class America. Will erotic films produced for 
women soon be casually picked up along with 
the groceries? 
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“In Pursuit of Chocolate’’ will fascinate 
chocolate lovers. The editorial staff noticed that 
editing this story created a strong craving for 
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chocolate: be warned! 

Over 100 million people in 70 countries re- 
arrange their schedules every week to catch 
Dynasty. # 1 in the ratings, it symbolizes a 
current T.V. trend (Dallas started it seven years 
ago) of a ‘‘Fascination with the Rich and 
Famous.’’ Another trend I’ve welcomed is the 
recent array of social issues T.V.-movies. 


I’ve lived in L.A. for two years now and 
whenever I see people cycling along the beach, I 
wonder, ““How far does the trail go? Where are 
good, user-friendly bike paths for a weekend 
athlete like me? ‘‘Bike L.A.’’ is the article to 
clip and save for future reference. 


Myel Yorthmer 


IN PURSUIT OF 
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Lance Welborn 


TRICIA JONES 


connoisseurs 

and cheese 
devotees, stand 
aside! A new 
elite has risen 
souffle-like to 


prominence— 


Traditionally,‘‘chocophiles’’ have  furtive- 
ly indulged their passions in closets and 
locked bathrooms. One seldom owned up 
to a penchant for popping Hershey’s kisses 
or sessions with See’s assorted soft centers. 
Only within the last four years has 
chocolate peaked to chic. Specialty shops 
and novelty nooks are multiplying like 
Easter bunnies. Chocolate confectioners 
now fashion elaborate creations in their 
campaign to out-truffle one another. The 
Princess Line features a ten-day Chocolate 
Celebration Cruise from San Juan to 
Acapulco that tempts passengers with 
tastings, carvings, and a Brown and White 
Masquerade Ball. 

Last fall, Forbes magazine reported that 
Americans spent $4 billion on chocolate in 
1983, ‘‘a bit more’’ the article observed, ‘‘than 
the amount spent on personal computer hard- 


epicure. 


the chocolate 


ware and software put together.’’ The nation’s 
chocolate consumption rose to 2.2 billion 
pounds that year, a 13.6 percent climb since 
1980. 

Americans have never been indifferent to 
chocolate, as the Hershey and Nestle empires 
can verify. But our response to its dark enchant- 
ment has been tepid beside such prodigious con- 
sumers as Germans, Belgians, Norwegians, 
Britons, and, of course, the Swiss—all of whom 
tote up annual averages of over 16 pounds per 
person. 

‘‘Chocolate has always been a staple in the 
American diet,’’ explains Nancy Cummins, 
director of Los Angeles’ third annual ‘‘Salute 
to Chocolate’ festival. ‘‘The difference is that 
in Europe, it’s considered a food, whereas 
Americans regard it as a treat.”’ 

Given this country’s propensity for treating 
(Continued on page 16) 
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Off CGrotic Films 
Were Plade for ebmen 


There will be approximately 18 million home 
video recorders in the United States by the end 
of this year. This proliferation has dramatically 
increased consumer demand for X-rated videos. 
More and more middle-class professionals are 
beginning to realize it’s now acceptable to buy 
or rent sexually explicit movies. Now that these 
films can be obtained at clean, friendly 
neighborhood video stores, one is spared the 
stigma and embarrassment of viewing them at a 
‘dirty movies’’ theatre. 

One female college student who went to such 
a theatre five years ago in downtown Los 


ay 
of 


D 
ay 
ys 


ES 
Angeles recalls how she was harrassed by a man 
who took her for a prostitute when she walked 
out of the theater. But today with more than 


14,000 mom-and-pop video stores to choose 
from (an estimated 75 percent carry adult pro- 


ducts), getting an adult video is as easy as stopp- 
ing by a Ready Teller for some weekend cash. 

Video retailers say it is not uncommon for 
first-time VCR owners to begin their video col- 
lection with the purchase of a Disney-type film 
for their kids and with an adult video for 
themselves. In response to this new audience, of 
which a small but increasing number are 
women, the major video companies now create 
movies with big budgets, stars and story lines 
that are a far cry from the usual “‘raincoat 
crowd ”” fare. 

Video makers know their customers utilize 
X-rated films for sexual stimulation in the 
privacy of their own living rooms. ‘‘Adult 
movies belong in the home, that’s where they 
should be used,’’ says Scott Mallory, the editor 
of Adam Film World, an X-rated film review 
magazine. Traditional sex movies, described by 
Mallory as ‘‘dull’’ and ‘‘boring,’’? and which 
appeal primarily to ‘“‘strokers’? who sit in 
movie theatres with a coat over their laps, are 
fast becoming extinct. 

The current trend for video companies is to 
put out tapes designed for viewing by couples or 

‘‘mixed company.’’ One such video, produced 
by Video Corporation of America, and titled 
Every Woman Has a Fantasy, received the best 
film of 1984 award by the X-Rated Critics 
Organization. According to Bob Williams, who 
manages General Video West in Canoga Park, 
the critical and financial success of this film 
derives from its appeal to women as well as 
men. He thinks this may have to do with the 
fact that the screenplay was written by both a 


man and a woman; ‘giving it a woman’s touch.”’ 


Movies geared for couples are the wave of the 
future, but one woman is taking it a step fur- 
ther. Candida Royalle, a former porn star, 
established a movie production company last 
year called Femme. New York-based Femme 
produces erotic movies which are specifically 
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designed to sexually arouse women and whose 
production is entirely controlled by women 
from start to finish. This, Royalle believes, 
makes her a pioneer in the field. 

Femme advertises its movies as offering ‘‘ge- 
nuinely hot erotica while maintaining a sense of 
sensuality, integrity, realism and warmth.’’ 
Royalle knows she is taking a major risk by 
breaking all the porn rules. In her movies, there 
are no “‘cum’’, or ‘‘money’’, shots, and no 
close-ups of the genitalia Unlike typical male- 
oriented adult movies, there is much foreplay-- 
touching, kissing, and eye-contact. Afterwards, 
lovers are shown laying together, laughing and 
kissing. “‘In all that,’’ she says, ‘‘I try to pre- 
sent sex in a way that will make people think, 
“Well, it’s a lovely act.’ 

The company so far has made three movies. 
The first, titled Femme: Created By Women 
For People Who Love, was already released to 
encouraging reviews by critics and women 
viewers alike. Pleased by her success, Royalle 
anticipates the release of her third movie, 
Christine ’s Secret, which she describes as the 
‘quintessential’? womens’ movie. 

At this time the rest of the adult movie in- 
dustry holds its breath to see whether Femme 
productions will make it commercially. Royalle 
hopes that in the future others in the industry 
will share her interest in creating a different 
kind of erotica for a new generation of men and 
women. Royalle knows despite her idealism that 
there will always be a market for what adult 
movie actress and writer Veronica Vera calls 
“‘the guilt-ridden, deviant kind of stuff?’ cur- 
rent movies are made of. After all, the basic ap- 
peal of the X-rated film has always been the for- 
bidden, sexual nastiness the traditional porn in- 
dustry is based on. 

Like some of the other women who are striv- 
ing to gain control of their work in the in- 


(Continued on page 22) 
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time I was I 
WAS 28, Whee ew geen su avout ty 
years. 

I was taking birth control pills and I missed a 
period, then another. I had no other physical 
symptoms. I went to one of the doctors I was 
working for at the time, and he referred me to a 


CUEpueauUo. UU EU avUU 40, Ue ve1W 

the surface there was the fact that he wasn’t 

ready to be a father. He said, Lisa mimics 

resignation ‘‘I will do whatever has to be 
> 


done. 
My being pregnant was complicated by the 
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fact I had had a virus the year before with 
potential side effects for a fetus. I went to the 
hospital’s genetic counseling center. The 
critical factor was: how much of the virus was 
left in my blood? Would it still be a danger? 

They said it was impossible to determine this. 
At that time I was at least two months preg- 
nant. They told me the chances were maybe 10 
percent that the baby would have birth defects. 
They couldn’t predict to what degree. 

The doctor was kind; she seemed sincere. 
She pointed out that 10 percent is relative: if 
there’s a ten-to-one chance of winning a million 
dollars, it seems remote; if your baby has a 10 
percent chance of being born with deformities, 
it gets closer. 

The father (throughout the interview, Lisa 
never once called her baby's father by 
name--‘‘he destroyed my respect with his 
behavior,’’ she says) kept pointing out what 
the potential defects could be~-blindness, retar- 
dation, physical handicaps. He said cruel things 
about handicapped people. He never openly 
said he wanted me to have an abortion, but his 
stance was clear. 

It changed our relationship. I felt I wouldn’t 
have married him, and wouldn’t have changed 
my decision, but it would have meant a lot to 
have him say more than “‘I’ll do what I have 
tone: 

The day I had the abortion I was pretty calm 
until I got there. I drove myself. The father 
worked at the hospital and felt that people 
would know it was his if he went with me. 

I don’t remember people speaking to me 
there. No one asked me if I wanted to change 
my mind. I cried from the time I got there to 
the time they started giving me shots to knock 
me out. I felt more alone than I had ever felt in 
my life. 

I can remember seeing my name on a chart 
on the wall outside the operating room. They 
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TRICIA JONES 


Is there really anything left to say? At 
regular intervals, politicians, church leaders, 
feminists, ideologues, journalists and most 
everyone on the planet raises his or her pen or 
voice to debate the subject. Those of us who 
read and listen find that, whatever our own con- 
victions, nothing new seems to be said. The 
same arguments are endlessly offered, and no 
reconciliation appears possible. The rights or 
wrongs of the voluntary termination of a 
pregnancy are deeply rooted in conflicting 


philosophies that will never admit compromise. 


Unexpected parenthood can perhaps be 
prepared for intellectually, but never emotional- 
ly. No matter what she has seen, read, heard or 
thought about it, a woman faces a singular 
dilemma as soon as she discovers her body is 
engaged in producing an unplanned child. 
Rhetoric loses relevance when a theoretical 
state becomes a personal reality. 

The seven women we interviewed were oblig- 
ed to react to facts, not speculation. Their 
stories are not recounted as representative of all, 
or even most women confronted with ir- 
revocable decisions. They tell us that the deci- 
sion is often painful, and always individual. 


LISA 

Lisa, 28, has never married. She supports 
herself as a secretary to one of the directors of 
the company she works for. She speaks 
decisively and with little hesitation about her 
abortion; she’s had seven years to acquire 
perspectives. 

I became pregnant when I was 20. At the 
time I was living with an ambulance driver. He 
was 28. We’d been together for about two 
years. 

I was taking birth control pills and I missed a 
period, then another. I had no other physical 
symptoms. I went to one of the doctors I was 
working for.at the time, and he referred me to a 


colleague. That doctor ordered a lab test. I 
took the call that gave the results; they didn’t 
know I was the patient they were talking about. 

I wanted to just get out. But there weren’t 
enough people in t'e office for me to go home 


posickou 

The baby’s father knew from the beginning~ 
from the day of the blood test. I do not 
remember him as being supportive. He was 
concerned because of a virus I’d had that meant 
complications. Concerned about it, but below 
the surface there was the fact that he wasn’t 
ready to be a father. He said, Lisa mimics 
resignation ‘‘I will do whatever has to be 


oe) 


done. 
My being pregnant was complicated by the 
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JANICE NAGANO 


fact I had had a virus the year before with 
potential side effects for a fetus. I went to the 
hospital’s genetic counseling center. The 
critical factor was: how much of the virus was 
left in my blood? Would it still be a danger? 

They said it was impossible to determine this. 
At that time I was at least two months preg- 
nant. They told me the chances were maybe 10 
percent that the baby would have birth defects. 
They couldn’t predict to what degree. 

The doctor was kind; she seemed sincere. 
She pointed out that 10 percent is relative: if 
there’s a ten-to-one chance of winning a million 
dollars, it seems remote; if your baby has a 10 
percent chance of being born with deformities, 
it gets closer. 

The father (throughout the interview, Lisa 
never once called her baby's father by 
name--‘‘he destroyed my respect with his 
behavior,’’ she says) kept pointing out what 
the potential defects could be~blindness, retar- 
dation, physical handicaps. He said cruel things 
about handicapped people. He never openly 
said he wanted me to have an abortion, but his 
stance was clear. 

It changed our relationship. I felt 1 wouldn’t 
have married him, and wouldn’t have changed 
my decision, but it would have meant a lot to 
have him say more than ‘‘I’ll do what I have 

toxes 

The day I had the abortion I was pretty calm 
until I got there. I drove myself. The father 
worked at the hospital and felt that people 
would know it was his if he went with me. 

I don’t remember people speaking to me 
there. No one asked me if I wanted to change 
my mind. I cried from the time I got there to 
the time they started giving me shots to knock 
me out. I felt more alone than I had ever felt in 
my life. 

I can remember seeing my name on a chart 
on the wall outside the operating room. They 


put a mask over my face and asked me to count 
backwards. 

The next thing I remember is throwing up in 
the recovery room. I was waving my arms 
around, trying to get someone’s attention, and 
then I was out again. When I came to next 
time, there was blood everywhere. It crossed 
my mind that I was going to bleed to death-it 
was an enormous amount of blood. I had lost 
so much, they delayed my release. They started 
hopping when they saw it. They sent me home 
after giving me an extra bottle of I.V. fluid. I 
had been given instructions not to stay by 
myself that night, but I had to-my boyfriend 
was working. I wasn’t crying anymore; it was 
too late to be upset. 

I didn’t confide in my family; they still don’t 
know about the abortion. My relationship with 
them was strained because they didn’t really 
like him or accept my relationship with him. I 
can’t say I made a conscious decision not to tell 
them; I just didn’t want them to know. 

I didn’t have much physical pain afterwards. 
I know because I remember telling the doctor 
from genetic counseling that I wished it had 
hurt. I’d have felt better if it had. Instead I felt 
nothing. I wanted to be punished. I killed a 
baby. 

I thought about it constantly for six months. 
I had to change the way I drove to work 
because of a Right to Life billboard I had to pass. 
It was all I could see on the road. 

I wouldn’t have sex with my boyfriend. I 
don’t know if I was punishing him, or if I was 
just afraid of becoming pregnant again. I didn’t 
like him very much...I didn’t want to be around 
him. 

I don’t think I blamed anyone...I didn’t 
blame myself...it’s hard to define. It wasn’t so 
much ‘‘she’s had an abortion and she’s a terri- 
ble person,’’ it just generally affected how I felt 
about myself. My self-esteem suffered a great 
deal. For a long time, I didn’t like myself. I 
didn’t get rid of those feelings until I was away 
from him. 

I’m glad I did it. I don’t regret it. I don’t 
think I could, or would, have dealt with 
it...maybe a healthy baby. I wasn’t supporting 
myself at the time. I was not equipped to deal 
with life with a handicapped child. 

Under normal circumstances, I would not do 
it again. Faced with the possibility of having a 
handicapped child, I don’t know what I would 
do. I have no idea. 

A married friend of mine became pregnant at 
the same time and her baby was born about the 
time mine would have been. At first that was 
hard...I love him, but I used to think he could 
have been mine. I don’t really think about it 
that much anymore. It’s easier not to. 

It bothered me at first when people would 
make value judgments when they’d never been 


in the situation. People who had never had to 
decide, making pro or con remarks. Well, 
everyone’s entitled to an opinion. It’s just that 
I sometimes bristled when people were vocal 
about how they felt. I thought, “‘You’ve never 
been there, how would you know?’’ I’ve 
outgrown that. 

Now I’m glad I had a choice. I’m glad the 


“The one 
thing 
in my life | am 
absolutely 


sure 
of is that | do 
not want a 
baby.’ 


option was open to me and I don’t feel a woman 
should be forced to have a baby she doesn’t 
want. It’s an extremely personal decision and I 
can’t really say I know what choice I’d make if I 
faced the same situation seven years later. 


JENNIFER 

Jennifer was 16 when she found out she was 
pregnant. She is now 18, happily married and 
speaks candidly about her experience. Jennifer 
wants to share her feeling with others, hoping 
that someone in the same position she was, 
might better understand their own feelings. 

When I found out that I was pregnant two 
years ago all I could say was ‘“‘Oh God!’’ I was 
super depressed all the time and all I could 
think about was my boyfriend, Bill, his parents, 
my parents and how everthing would be ruined. 
I didn’t think about me-just about how this 
would affect their lives. 

I was so scared to tell my parents that I was 
pregnant. I used to get sick everday and tell my 
mom I had the flu. She believed me too. My 
mom told me about sex education when I was 
growing up and said that I could always come to 
her with anything-I always thought that she’d 
be real understanding and my dad would freak 
out. The funny thing was that it ended up being 
just the opposite. My mom hit the roof-shock, 
and my dad was the one who was real 
understanding. 
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Bill was also scared to tell his parents that I 
was pregnant. He was afraid that his dad was 
gonna hit him. It turned out that his dad found 
out from someone else. He was shopping in a 
hardware store one day when a friend came up 
and said, ‘‘Oh, I hear Jennifer is pregnant.”’ 
His dad didn’t know what to say, but when he 
got home he asked Bill if it was true and Bill 
said that it was. His dad then said that there was 
nothing left to do but help. When Bill’s mother 
found out she just cried and cried and cried. She 
wasn’t crying because she was mad but she was 
crying because she was hurt that he didn’t tell 
her I was pregnant and she had to find out 
through someone else. 

Although I’m fully against abortion, not for 
religious reasons, I did consider it at first. It’s 
weird how your attitude can change in such a 
situation. It’s totally different when it happens 
to you. 

When I first told Bill that I was pregnant and 
was thinking of having an abortion he didn’t 
really say anything, but I knew he didn’t want 
me to do it. He proposed to me and I said 
“‘no.’’ I didn’t want to get married for the 
wrong reason.. I wanted to marry for love and 
not just the fact that I was pregnant. As my 
pregnancy progressed I had a lot of time to 
think, and when he proposed again, I accepted. I 
knew then that I loved him and the baby and 
wanted us to be a family. I was so happy! I was 
three months pregnant at the time. 

After both sets of parents knew that I was 
pregnant, we were afraid to go to each other’s 
houses. But both sides ended up being really 
supportive of us and the baby. As a matter of 
fact, at first we lived with Bill’s parents until he 
got a full-time job to support us. Now we are 
both 18 and have our own place. I like being 
able to stay home and take care of the baby. I 
clean, watch soap operas and sometimes take 
the baby for a walk. Lately I’ve been going out a 
lot with my mom; we usually end up going 
shopping or out to eat. It’s so nice having her 
so close by~she’s been a great mom and grand- 
mother. It doesn’t sound like I’m real busy but 
I am because the baby takes up a lot of time! 

Bill and I were both juniors in high school 
when we quit. We went to night school for a 
while, but then the baby came and we just 
didn’t have the time. I’m not sure if ’ll ever go 
back. I feel a little as though I’ve missed out on 
the high school experience. I used to be active 
in clubs and stuff. But then when I think about 
it, I’ve made up for what I missed in other 
ways. It’s so different now-I’m settled down, I 
have a baby and I have a lot of responsibility. 

When my friends found out that I was going 
to have a baby they were supportive of me, but 
that was mostly when I was around. When I 
wasn’t around I’d hear about things people said 
behind my back. My best friend was supportive 


h 
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of me and the baby, but she didn’t want me to 
get married. She didn’t think Bill and I would 
work out. I don’t talk to her much anymore. 
Bill doesn’t like her because she says things that 
he doesn’t consider very nice for a friend. 
Whenever we go out now we mostly go out 
with couples. All of our high school friends are 
on a different level than we are. Whenever I 
talk to my girlfriends all they talk about is par- 
ties and guys and I’m not into that anymore. I 
liked school; I mean, I got good grades and all, 
but it isn’t one of my main things. My family is 
much more important and always comes first. 
You know, I’m so happy with my baby! I 
think things worked out for the best. My baby 
is so good and Bill just loves him to death. At 
first I thought he wouldn’t be good with kids; I 
thought he’d be real grouchy, but he surprised 
me. He’s great with the baby and is always try- 
ing to show him off to everybody—he’s real pro- 
ud. Bill has been a great comfort to me. He sup- 
ported me throughout the pregnancy and even 
went with me to my Lamaze classes. 
Sometimes I wonder what it would have been 
like if I had gone through with the abortion. 
I’m so glad that I didn’t~-I know that I would 
have truly regretted it and from what Bill says, 
if I had an abortion he would have left me. 
When Bill and I first got married, people 
would see how young we were, look at the ring 
on my finger and ask if we were married. When 
we said ‘‘Yes’’ they asked, ‘‘why?’’ It was like 
they wanted me to admit I was pregnant. We 
just told them because we love each other, of 
course. I’m just so happy and excited--I love my 
baby and our family. When my baby is 16 
months, I want to get pregnant again. 


CINDY 

Another young woman, Cindy, lives in a 
home for unwed mothers in Los Angeles 
where she also works as a receptionist. She 
had her baby at the end of January and gave 
him up for adoption. She is now 19, but was a 
high school senior when she found out she 
was pregnant. 

When I first thought I was pregnant I just ig- 
nored it-I simply refused to believe it. When I 
finally went to the doctor, I thought I was 
around four months pregnant, but he told me I 
was six months along. I was so scared-I didn’t 
know what to do. By the time I came to grips 
with what was actually happening, it was too 
late to have an abortion. 

When I told my mother that I was pregnant, 
she didn’t want me to tell any of my friends but 
I told them anyways. They were supportive of 
me and wanted me to keep the baby. My mom 
only told a few relatives that I was pregnant. 
You know, she never discussed sex education 
with me and so I had to learn about the birds 
and the bees on my own. When my mom was 


driving me up to L.A. to look for an unwed 
mothers’ home, she confessed that the reason 
she knew where to take me was because she too 
had been sent to one-to have me. This was a 
great shock to me. 

The baby’s father and I never speak to each 
other. He ignored me as soon as he found out 
that I was pregnant. He’s a real flake. The last I 
heard he had gotten back together with his ex- 
girlfriend and now they’re living with each 
other. 

This home that I’m in now is okay, but there 
are nicer ones around. I pay $200 a month to 
live here and there are cockroaches in my 
bedroom! We can live here for up to a year after 
we’ve had our baby, so I guess I’ll do that and 
save up some money. Every Monday night we 
get assigned to be in these support groups. We 
are supposed to talk openly and discuss our feel- 
ings, but hardly anyone does. The reason is 
because rumors get spread real quick. If a girl 
has athlete’s foot, by the time the news gets to 
the other end of the building she could have 
anything from athlete’s foot to a deformed 
baby. 

I don’t want to go back to school. I want to 
take this test, I think it’s called the Proficiency 
Test, where if you pass, the certificate you get is 
just as good as a diploma. 

Oh, do you want to see pictures of my baby? 
Isn’t he a doll? Cindy proudly displays her 
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baby’s photos for the visitor. I had him at the 
end of January and got to keep him for three 
days. It gets more difficult each passing day to 
live with my decision. Working and 
living in this place and having these pictures 
constantly staring at me is really getting to me. 
Oh, I’m so confused. Sometimes I want my 
baby back so bad and yet other times I know 
that what I did was for the best. I have no 
money, no husband and no patience to bring up 
a baby right now. 

I know the people who adopted my baby and 
they said that I could go and visit anytime I 
wanted, but they’re still a little nervous because 
all the paperwork hasn’t been formally process- 
ed yet. 

I’m afraid of getting pregnant again. If I ever 
do and the baby’s father wants to marry me, I 
certainly will. 


KAREN 

Karen's story is a little bit different from 
Jennifer's and Cindy's. She is 41 now,but was 
16 when she first became pregnant. At that 
time abortion was illegal and she had no 
choice but to have her baby, She was young 
and said that there was no place to go. Abor- 
tion clinics weren't around and the girls hav- 
ing them were doing so illegally and risking 


their lives in the hands of the quacks perform- 


ing wirehanger abortions. In those days, if a 


10 


girl got pregnant, she got married. 

I was 16 when I first became pregnant. At 
the time I really regretted it, but now I’m glad 
that things worked out as they did. I just love 
my kids so much. 

I partly became pregnant through naiveté. I 
wasn’t sure how the whole process worked. I 
came from a very Victorian family that never 
discussed sex or showed affection. The topic 
was taboo-I never saw my mom and dad kiss or 
hug each other. I remember when I first started 
my period how scared I was. No one had ever 
told me what a period was--I didn’t know that it 
was a normal biological function. I woke up one 
morning and there was blood on my sheets--I 
thought I was bleeding to death! 

After my boyfriend, Dave, found out I was 
pregnant, we got married. There was really 
nothing else either of us could do. We weren’t 
ready for marriage or a baby, but we were 
stuck, 

My parents were so embarrassed and asham- 
ed of me. They told me to stay in my room 
when guests came over. I was so miserable--I 
remember crying myself to sleep every night. 

At the time, I wished I could of had an abor- 
tion. It would have saved me a lot of grief, but 
that was in 1961 and, of course, it was illegal 
then. 

Six months after I had my first baby, I got 


pregnant again and had my second, and last 
child. I thought the four of us made a nice fami- 
ly but ten years later Dave and I got divorced. 
Part of the problem was just that we had gotten 
married too young. We still hadn’t lived much 
when we got weighed down with a family--we 
were hardly more than kids ourselves. 

Sometimes I wonder what it would have been 
like if I hadn’t gotten pregnant. One thing I did 
learn was that I didn’t want my children to ever 
have to go through what I did, I’m pro-choice 
and firmly believe that women should be able to 
control their own lives and bodies. I’ve always 
been truthful with my children and explained 
sex education to them so they wouldn’t be as ig- 
norant as I was about such an important matter. 
I just want them to learn from my mistake. 


LINET 

Linet, 29, has been married for three years. 
Her husband, Michael, teaches music at a col- 
lege in addition to playing and recording with 
a group of musicians. Linei left college one 


semester short of completing a degree in Fine 
Arts. She now works at a department store. 
She speaks slowly and chooses her words 
carefully, sometimes pausing for introspec- 
tion. 

(Thursday, the day before the abortion) | 
left the university for a number of reasons, but I 
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suppose mostly out of confusion. I enjoyed stu- 
dying art, but I didn’t see how I could translate 
what I loved doing--painting, mostly--into any 
tangible or lucrative career possibilities. I 
hadn’t worked before college, and I needed to 
get out into the ‘‘real world.’’ I thought I 
could decide what to do with art by bumping in- 
to it in daily life outside school. Then I could 
return to school and finish with a clear goal in 
sight...so I told myself. 

I met Michael five years ago. Until I began 
going out with him, I’d never experienced the-I 
don’t know how to describe it--kinds of people, 
the milieu of artistic, creative...well this sounds 
corny, but free-spirited people he. had always 
known. I grew up in a pretty sheltered and stuf- 
fy cocoon; I didn’t meet many people at school. 
Even the art students were pretty mediocre- 
that’s how I judged them. 

Michael’s friends and family were the op- 
posite. They collectively represented a lifestyle 
very much different from what I’d known. I 
suppose this all means I’d yet to find myself as a 
person when I moved in with Michael. I could 
see how passionately involved he was with his 
music. I envied his friendships and easy rapport 
with his students, too. And I expected to learn 
more about myself and what I wanted in the 
lifestyle I'd chosen with him. 

‘When I was a small girl, it was assumed I’d 
marry and have children. Well, within the last 
ten years or so, I’ve realized motherhood would 
make demands on me that I am not able or will- 
ing to fulfill, And I don’t believe anymore it’s 
essential to a woman’s femininity, or 
personhood--whatever you want to call it--to 
bear and raise children, or even one child. 

So I decided some time ago, very firmly, 
that in the unlikely event of a pregnancy-I say 
‘‘unlikely’’ because most women have less than 
one out of a hundred chances to get pregnant 
on the birth control pill, which I use-I decided 
that I would have an abortion. I have, from 
time to time, tried to imagine what the full im- 
plications would be. Would I change my mind if 
I were actually carrying a child? Think I was 
committing murder? But it did seem remote, 
the possibility, so I didn’t think about it much. 

Well, now it’s happened and I’m having an 
abortion tomorrow. I hardly needed to think 
about it because the decision was made a long 
time ago, so I didn’t think about it much. And 
my feelings have not changed because this 
remote possibility became a fact. I feel exactly 
the same. The only thing that worried me a lit- 
tle was how easy it was to stick to my resolve. I 
wondered for a bit, Does this mean I have no 
conscience? Then I thought, that’s ludicrous. | 
do not want a baby. It would be an imposition 
and a threat to building my life into some sort 
of perspective. And that would be unfair to the 
child as well as to me. How could it help but 
feel my resentment? 


| 
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Fae 


The pregnancy was a shock, and that’s an 
understatement. I missed two pills in a row, but 
I’ve been on them for seven or eight years. 
Pregnancy didn’t seem likely. I wasn’t happy 
about it. I’d rather be able to say I never got 
pregnant. 

The only thing that kept this from being cut- 
and-dried was Michael’s reaction. He has 
always known how I felt. And he has said it was 
my decision, since I would be the one primarily 
responsible for caring for a child. Maybe it’s 
because of his age-he’s nearly ten years older 
than I-but I really don’t know why he decided 
he wanted to become a father. When I told him 
I was pregnant, he took my hand and asked, 
“‘Would you consider having this baby?’’ That 
was more of a bombshell than learning about 
the pregnancy. I felt he’d betrayed me. 

I don’t think he knows how insecure I 
am-I’ve never been as sure of myself or my 
future as he has. I know he doesn’t know how 
jealous I am. Jealous that he has projects he 
believes in, while I’m still struggling to find my 
way. This makes me sound pretty immature. 
But the one thing in my life I am absolutely 
sure of is that Ido mot want to have a baby. 
And I would feel that way even if-especially if-I 
had the most satisfying and fulfilling career I’ve 
dreamed of. 

Tuesday, five days later. The abortion itself 
was anti-climactic. I was frightened, I won’t 
deny that. And I’ve been uncomfortable since 
then-some cramping, but not anything real 
painful. 

The clinic staff was great. They wanted to 
put me at ease, and they succeeded, as far as is 
possible in that situation. I think the surgery 
was less than 20 minutes. 

My feelings are the same as they were before 
the abortion. I am still bewildered about 
Michael, still hurt. We haven’t really talked 
about it yet. I needed to get this over with first. 

Michael went with me to the clinic. He asked 
how I was feeling, could he do anything. He 
was concerned about me. But I still feel this ten- 
sion between us. I know we'll discuss it more 
fully later. Right now, I’m just so terribly tired. 

I am not sorry for my choice. It was the only 
possible one for me. 

But I would not do this again. The only thing 
that stops me from getting my tubes tied is the 
finality of it. No matter how sure I am about 
something, I always want an option. I don’t 
want to close the door entirely. As strongly as I 
feel today, I don’t know how I'll feel ten years 
from today. 

I do think occasionally about the Right to Life 
groups and others, who would be utterly appall- 
ed at my ‘‘selfishness.’” But how many of these 
people, the ones who refuse to consider abor- 
tion, consider the implications of an unplanned 
child? I don’t think they really make choices. 
They ask someone to make the choices for 


‘| didn’t have 
much 
physical 
pain after- 
wards. | felt 
nothing. | 
wanted to be 
punished — | 
killed a baby.’ 


them, and then they support those decisions. 

It seems to me that they are afraid to take 
responsibility for their lives; they give that over 
to the church or pastor or what-have-you. Then 
they don’t have to think about it, question it. 
They rarely question their leaders. 

To some of them, it may seem I’m not par- 
ticularly successful in defining myself, my goals. 
But I’m not asking anybody to make decisions 
for me. I’ll take responsibility for my mistakes. 

Not that I feel this abortion was a mistake. 


KELLY AND KIM 

Kelly and Kim are sisters who both have 
had abortions. Their stories are not identical, 
nor their manners of telling them. Kelly is 21; 
she had an abortion at 17. She speaks tersely, 
though willingly, about the incident. It is hard 
for her to recall some details. She now works 
at a family planning center. Her primary 
responsibilities are centered on providing in- 
formation about birth control, a topic she is 
much more talkative about. Kim, 19, became 
pregnant at the age of 16. Her memories are 
very vividly described. Both women pause at 
times to control tears. 

Kelly: I felt sick; I went in for a pregnancy 
test.... The nurse came in and told me, ““Your 
test is positive.’ It was devastating, just 
devastating. The form of birth control we were 
using at the time was foam with a condom. We 
were both in high school, my boyfriend Steve 
and I. I told Steve, that was it. I didn’t want to 
tell anybody else, not even my sister. 

Steve was just as upset as I was. We didn’t 
make up our minds right away...it took a week 
for me to call to make the appointment at the 
abortion clinic. We thought over everything, all 
possible options. Of course, at 17, your range of 
vision is very limited, very narrow. We talked 
about how it would affect our senior year. I was 
captain on the drill team and he was in sports...I 
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would have graduated six or seven months 
pregnant. He gave me his opinion, and if I had 
said, ‘‘It’s going to be this way...’” he would 
have gone along with whatever I wanted to do. 
Like me, he couldn’t really see a way to keep 
the baby, though if I’d wanted to.... 

I never considered confiding in my mother. 
She asked me at the dinner table when I was 19 
if I was having intercourse with my boyfriend. I 
answered honestly and was told to get out. 
Needless to say, I don’t live with my mother 
anymore. I still think I made the right decision 
in not telling her. 

After the abortion, I didn’t have a problem, 
really. I did have very severe cramping, but it 
eventually passed. 

I will say if I ever got pregnant again I would 
keep the baby, unless there was a medical 
reason not to, or if I got raped. But if it’s due to 
carelessness, you would be looking at a preg- 
nant lady; I would not have a termination again. 
I didn’t have the knowledge then that I have 
now. Steve and I tried to think how we could be 
parents. To be perfectly honest, he liked to par- 
ty and I didn’t think I would be a fit mother. 
You know, at the clinic I had to write a 
paragraph on why I was terminating the 
pregnancy. I just cried throughout the writing 
of it. To this day, I don’t think I made a 
mistake...1 can’t see myself running around 
with a three year old. 

Steve died in a car accident six months ago. 
And I think, if I’d kept the baby, I’d have part 
of him now. Yet I wouldn’t want to raise a 
child without him. 

Kim: I remember how I found out about Kel- 
ly’s abortion. She gained a lot of weight, and I 
pulled her aside and said, ‘‘Kelly, I really think 
you could look better. I’ll go to exercise classes 
with you, please go.’’ I was really harassing her, 
and she broke down and started crying and told 
me. I can’t say I was surprised that she hadn’t 
confided in me, because we’ve both been very 
independent. I didn’t think any less of her, but I 
couldn’t imagine it happening to me. 
However... 

Our situations were different. The hardest 
thing for me to understand was how it even 
happened. I did not have sex, only foreplay. I at- 
tribute it all to ignorance. I was getting ready to 
obtain birth control pills, so it wasn’t hard to 
tell my boyfriend no. I have found that a lot of 
people don’t know it is possible to get pregnant 
without having intercourse. 

When I started getting sick and missing my 
periods, I was really baffled. I called my friend 
Susan and she said, ‘‘Come over and we’ll do 
one of those home-pregnancy tests.’’ So, we 
rode our bikes over to the drug store (laughs) 
and did the test and it came out positive. I told 
my boyfriend, Jay, and when I look back now, I 
can see what a spiel he gave me...““You know 
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medical problems. ..even heart problems. 


Eating disorder hotline (213) 551-1195. 
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PEOPLE ARE TALKING ABOUT 


“All Aboard!” 
Last Chance 
on Amtrak? 


Amtrak, America’s national passenger 
railroad, has found itself on President Reagan’s 
1986 budget cuts hit list. If the budget passes, 
eliminating all Amtrak’s federal support, it may 
mean the end of passenger train travel as a 
means of transportation in the United States. 

Amtrak President, W. Graham Claytor Jr., 
has predicted to the national media that if 
federal funding is eliminated, ‘‘Amtrak is going 
to be insolvent. I don’t think there is anything 
you can do but shut it all down.”’ 

A corporate communications spokesper- 
son, Arthur Lloyd, says, ‘‘We’ll find out if our 
funding has been cut when Congress votes on 
it....We’ll probably know by mid-June of this 
year. Even if it is cut, however, our trains will 
keep running until October 1.”’ 

Amtrak’s future appears dim. 

Some people, anticipating its elimination, are 
riding Amtrak just to experience train travel for 
the first, or the last, time. 

A California State University Long Beach 
biology major, Beth McClure, 28, met her 
future husband four years ago while both were 
riding the train alone. This Spring break she 


and her lawyer-husband decided it was now or 
never to ride Amtrak one last time. “‘We’d 
been wanting to take the train up the coast- 
from Los Angeles to Canada~-but kept putting it 
off for various reasons,’’ she says. ‘‘But when I 
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heard Amtrak was probably going under, I said 
to my husband, ‘Let’s go now-while we still 
ana 

A grandmother told McClure she brought 
her grandchildren along for the first time so 
they could experience traveling on a train-an 
opportunity they might never have again. 

McClure noticed a full-house on her train 
and conversations that frequently turned to the 
topic of the pleasures of train travel. 

Foremost among the pleasures is the relaxa- 
tion it affords a rider. In our fast-paced urban 
lives, train travel is still an unhurried journey. 
It is the wrong mode of transportation for those 
pressed to get from one place to another, but 
it’s perfect for those who would like to sit back 
and enjoy the scenery. For example, a trip from 
L.A. to San Francisco by train takes 11 hours, 
whereas it only takes an hour by airplane. 
Although a train travels at a more leisurely 
pace, it reaches its destination with much more 
local color than a plane could offer. 

A second advantage of a train is that it travels 
through some places which are accessible only 
by rail. Examples include the L.A. to Seattle 
route which runs through Vandenberg Air 
Force Base and parallels 135 miles of the Pacific 
shoreline. 

Another feature, unique of trains, is they 
travel through the backyard of America. Mc- 
Clure says, ‘“You’re literally 20 feet from so- 
meone’s backyard. At night you get a 
fascinating scenario of people watching TV, 
eating, interacting--you see a slice of life. It’s 
amazing how the homes along the track don’t 
seem to be aware that there are thousands of 
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people on the passing train looking into their 
»» She says, ‘“‘“There was one 
teenager, however, who was aware of his large 
audience as he dropped his pants to ‘moon’ the 
train as it passed by.’’ 

Amtrak, in an effort to attract a larger varie- 
ty of travelers and increase ridership, has 
developed special fares and travel programs. 

One program which appeals especially to the 
budget-conscious college student is the All 
Aboard America fare. For $150 a person can 
travel in any one of three regions of the 
country-West, Central or East--for a maximum 
of 30 days, with three stopovers. For example, 
you could begin in L.A. and travel to Seattle, 
with stopovers in San Francisco and Portland. 
Crossing into adjoining regions can also be ar- 
ranged; to travel in two adjoining regions costs 
$250, and for all three, $325. 

Despite the fact that last year nearly 20 
million passengers rode Amtrak to 510 cities 
and towns, which is 900,000 more riders than 
in the previous year, it does not pay its own 
way. Amtrak’s future is in a precarious position 
and Congress will decide if Amtrak will survive 
or die. If you want to ride Amtrak, call 
1-800-USA-RAIL for information and reserva- 
tions. —Janice Nagano 


Kayak 
Snack Attack 


Weekend brunchers, take heart! Kayak Brun- 
ching may be just the adventure you’re looking 
for. Kayak Brunching? Seven years ago Bill 
Webb, a CSULB outdoor recreation instruction, 
and some friends decided to try something dif- 
ferent. On weekends, they paddled 
their kayaks down the numerous waterways in 
Naples, Sunset Beach, Huntington Harbor and 
tied up at various waterfront restaurants for 
brunch. 

Webb’s intentions for ‘this were purely 
recreational. But when a recreation agency 
heard of the fun Webb and his buddies were 
having, it contacted Webb to develop this activi- 
ty into a ‘‘classroom’’ format. Kayak Brun- 
ching is now offered through the Redondo 
Beach Recreation Department, the Long Beach 
Recreation Department, Long Beach Communi- 
ty College, CSULB and CSULA. Prices range 
from $15 to $22 per person, which does not in- 
clude the meal. 

The excursions cast off on Saturday and Sun- 
day mornings. Escorted by Webb and friends, 
each person is allotted an individual kayak, pad- 
dle and life-jacket, as well as instructions on 


windows. 


how to maneuver the craft. Then the group pad- 
dles off to a waterfront restaurant anywhere 
along the coast from Redondo to Newport 
Beach. After brunch, the group piles into their 
respective boats and explore the harbor with 
their newly-gained boating skills. 

“I found that people generally improve in the 
way they handle the boat after taking that two- 
hour break to eat,’ says Webb. ‘“‘It gives them 
time to relax,’’ which Webb feels is conducive 
to learning for the neophytes. 

The classes are held from April to October, 
although he has made exceptions for winter ex- 
cursions for those willing to brave the cold. The 
groups are limited to 15-20 people to assure 
proper safety. Webb likes to keep the number 
limited. “‘That way,’’ he says, “‘I can keep an 
eye on everyone and it doesn’t get out of con- 
tol, which does happen occasionally, though it’s 
usually in the restaurant.’’ For information on 
class days and times, check the bulletins of your 
local recreation departments, the Community 
Services Bulletin, or simply contact Webb via 


the CSULB Recreation Department. 
—Maria Sundeen 


Semester at Sea 


I had no way of knowing on that windy 
February day that what I was about to do would 
dramatically change my life and the narrow way 
I perceived the world. 

I was alone, boarding a ship that would be my 
home for the next three and a half months. It is 
difficult to explain the panic and aloneness I felt 
as I waved goodbye through streamers and 
balloons. Everyone around me was screaming 
and celebrating, but I was terrified. 

Some 500 other students and myself, with 
about 75 faculty members, were on board the 
S.S. Universe—a ship the length of two football 
fields—for our Semester at Sea. The ‘‘floating 
campus’’ was to become my school for one 
semester of undergraduate work, and my home. 

From the moment my parents faded into the 
Los Angeles haze, my life took an exciting 
twist. Before they would see me again I would 
be robbed in the Sahara Desert, arrested in 
Morocco, climb a sacred Hindu mountain, and 
experience gale force winds and forty-foot 
waves. I would grow into such a markedly dif. 
ferent person that when I came home, my old 
friends couldn’t recognize me. 

Starting off, we made our way across the 
Pacific, heading for the Hawaiian Islands. We 
attempted to get to know each other, but most 
of us met that first week with our heads over 
the ship’s rails. 

Since we were going to school and not just 
cruising on the ‘‘Love Boat,’’ we had work to 
do. There was registration, buying books, atten- 
ding special meetings, and laundry—all to be 
done in between fits of nausea. 
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Classes were held only while the ship was at 
sea, although homework was usually assigned 
while in port. About half the time was spent at 
sea and the other half in the ports of call. In 
port, the students were free to travel where 
they wish, so long as they returned before the 
ship set sail. 

The classes offered are from the regular 
catalog of the University of Pittsburgh, but are 
related to the itinerary of the ship. Homework 
for an Economics class may send you to a rub- 
ber plantation in Malaysia, a business class 
may require you to interview a local merchant, 
and a religion class might send you to mosques, 
temples and tombs. A visit to a rural village, a 
stay with a native family, a visit to an or- 
phanage, and tours to museums, cultural 
centers, etc... are common . 

The ship itself remained open as a dormitory 
at all times. Three meals a day were served, 
even while in port. Sometimes it was great to 
know that your bed on the S.S. Universe was 
always there waiting for you. 

When asked if Semester at Sea changed his 
life, David Becker, a CSULB photojournalism 
student says, ‘‘During my Semester at Sea, I 
realized how we take life in the United States 
for granted...you can go to the store and buy 
anything—wear anything you want.’ It is so 
easy for us to believe our way of life is univer- 
sal. It was wonderful for me to see that my own 
culture is just one among many others, on the 
face of the earth. 

Annette Faber, an alum of Semester at Sea, 
feels she never would have had the nerve to 
travel around the world on her own. ‘‘I needed 
the security of the boat in order to consider 
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traveling to India or Egypt,’’ she says. 

The ship itself has classrooms, study rooms, 
bookstore, library, weightroom, laundry room, 
snack bar, student union (which doubles as a 
bar), pool, volleyball and basketball facilities and 
a deck for jogging. 

Don’t get the pool confused withthe hour- 
glass shaped pool on the Love Boat. This one’s 
much more fun. It is a perfect square with a 
single four-and-a-half foot depth. When the ship 
rolls in the rough weather, the water in the pool 
sloshes from one end to the other. If you hap- 
pen to be in the pool, you go where the waves 
take you. 

Financial aid is available in the form of grants, 
work study and loans. Even the room size 
determines the tuition. I paid the least possible, 
so my room had no port hole. I shared it with 
two roommates and had a large locker for all 
my clothes. 

After the journey ends, the students usually 
return to their home campuses and _ their 
Semester at Sea grades are transferred. The 
Semester at Sea program is offered by the 
University of Pittsburgh and the Institute for 
Shipboard Education. —Janese Patterson 


“Gotcha!” 


A young male student wearing a green army 
jacket emerges from a busy UCLA hall. He 
clutches a photo, glances at it, and then scans 
the flurry of students before him. He singles out 
his victim and advances. The assailant draws a 
large menacing pistol and pursues. Realizing 
this, the victim desparately flees through hun- 
dreds of unruffled students walking to their 
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next class. When the student-victim is finally 
cornered, his assailant yells ‘‘Gotcha!’’ as he 
pumps a red-dye pellet onto him. 

This is the opening scene of the movie Got- 
cha!, to be released in May. The film draws on 


a make-believe murder fad which swept college 


campuses in the early Eighties. The game is a 
contest where players get ‘‘contracts’’ to 
‘assassinate’? each other. The last player 
“‘alive’’ is the winner. Students who played the 
game hunted down assigned victims and 
‘assassinated’? them with rubber suction-cup 
darts. 

The fad also hit Cal. State Long Beach, but 
the game soon turned into tragedy. A headline 
in the Daily Forty-Niner read “‘Student With 
Toy Gun Shot--Victim in Guarded Condition.”’ 

The student shot, 19-year-old Michael 
Reagan, was spotted by CSULB Public Safety 
Officer Steven King trying to open locked 
Must building doors the night of December 5, 
1981. According to the Daily Forty-Niner, 
King “‘observed two people wearing Vietnam 
Army fatigues get out of seperate cars; they ap- 
peared to be carrying rifles.’ He followed 
Reagan and Julie Gissel as he called for back-up 
units. When King ordered them to “‘freeze,”’ 
Reagan, assuming the command came from one 
of his game buddies, turned his weapon toward 
King. The officer fired three shots, two of 
which struck Reagan in the chest and thigh. 
Though Reagan later denied participating in 
““assassin,’’ ashe called it, it seemed likely he 
was involved in the fad. 

As in any sport, the Murder Game has its 
legends. One enterprising Michigan man dress- 
ed as a United Parcel delivery person to deliver 
his death dart. A Florida student was asked out 
on a date by one of her assigned victims, invited 
him back to her apartment and ‘‘murdered’’ 
him at close range. 

Will Gotcha! revive the dormant game? Not 
at CSULB. Lieutenant Gary Kamm of the cam- 
pus police says, “‘If we become aware of the 
game being played again, we'll put a stop to it 
immediately.’” Kamm feels that playing these 
games is extremely dangerous in urban en- 
vironments. ‘‘Even a young child’s cap pistol 
can look very realistic, as evidenced by the Stan- 
ton incident a few years ago.’’ (A small child 
with a toy pistol was mistaken for an adult and 
shot and killed by a police officer in Stanton 
California.) 

But on other campuses, the thoughts of 
resuming this once popular game could return 
to the minds of high-spirited college students. If 
Gotcha! proves to be a popular summer film, 
chances are that revivals of ‘‘Assassin’’ will 
sprout up around the country. Will these 
students have learned their lessons, as witnessed 
by the CSULB incident, or will they risk the 
fate of Reagan in pursuit of adventure ? 

—Steve Ormsby 


Polo in LA? 


Are you looking for something exciting to 
put some pizazz back into your weekends? Why 
not attend a glamorous polo game at either Will 
Rogers State Park in Pacific Palisades or at Grif- 
fith Park in Los Angeles. 

“*Croquet on horses’’ is how one spectator at 
Will Rogers describes polo. About the only 
thing this sport has in common with croquet, 
though, is the sound of a mallet wacking against 
a wooden ball. 

Polo definetly requires more skill than knock- 
ing a ball through a hoop. According to Jim 
Moss, a 15-year professional player from Seat- 
tle, it is one of the most difficult sports to excel 
in. ‘“‘Even after you’ve mastered the shots, you 
must constantly work on horsemanship,’’ he 
says. 

Horsemanship is something comedian Will 
Rogers learned back in 1921. An avid polo 
player, Rogers had a polo field built on his 
estate. Park ranger Valerie Watt say Rogers and 
his family relished the hours they spent playing 
polo there. After Rogers’ widow’s death in 
1944, the land was donated to the State of 
California for the public to enjoy under the con- 
dition that polo matches would continue to be 
held on the original field. 
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(213) 485-4825. 


And so they are: every weekend, all kinds of 
spectators and participants drive up the winding 
road off Sunset Boulevard to take part in the 
equestrian display. There’s no admission charge 
and only a $2 parking fee. 

The atmosphere at the park is very casual. 
The crowd consists of curious first-timers as 
well as wealthy polo buffs. There are no formal 
seating arrangements; spectators sit on a grassy 
hillside to watch the horses and riders go 
thundering by. Some bring a picnic lunch. 

An entirely different ambiance exists at Grif- 
fith Park. Its new $15 million Equidome has 
4,000 seats, which makes it the largest polo 
stadium in the United States. Stars such as 
Stephanie Powers, James Caan, Sylvester 
Stallone and Elizabeth Montgomery are a few of 
the luminaries who habitually play polo there. 

If you like rubbing elbows with Hollywood 
stars, go to the center’s special celebrity game 
on Saturday nights. Unlike the denim-clad spec- 
tators at Will Rogers, the crowd here is adorned 
with designer clothing and sips champagne over 
dinner at the Equidome’s restaurant. And since 
you’re there, you may want to stop by its disco 
and boutique shops. 

For more information, call Will Rogers State 
Park at (213) 454-8212, or Griffith Park at 
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Chocolate 
(Continued from page 3) 
itself in a big way, the gourmet chocolate trend 
was destined to be a success of excess. The can- 
dymakers of Godiva were among the first to im- 
part status to chocolate when the company was 
brought to the United States by the Campbell 
Soup Company in 1969. Godiva’s expertise 
comes of long practice; its Brussels counterpart 
is a family enterprise dating back to the beginn- 
ing of the century. Although its confections are 
now mass-produced in Pennsylvania, Godiva 
stresses its Continental roots via an elegant, 
gold-foiled box that lists ingredients in both 
French and English. For a $3000 fee, customers 
once were able to order Godiva goodies 
delivered by a woman clad only in a flesh- 
colored stocking and mounted on horseback. 
If Godiva brought glamour to chocolate, it 
also paved the path for designer prices. Other 
leading candymakers, such as Kron and Michel 
Guerard, command $20 to $30 per pound and 
up for their creations. The increasing cost of 
quality chocolates certainly enhances their gift 
appeal. With the elevation of chocolate from 
childhood indulgence to adult pleasure, a new 
specimen of chocolate fancier has emerged. To- 
day’s aficionado is more knowledgeable, more 
discerning, more aware of the merits and con- 
tents of the delicacies she or he devours. 
Nowhere are these discriminating emptors 
more visible than when gathered en masse for 


events like the ‘‘Salute to Chocolate,’’ held an- 
nually at the Los Angeles Convention Center. 
This year’s celebration, to take place June 7 to 
9, promises a variety of exhibits and attractions 
catering to virtually every chocolate craving. 
Director Cummins describes a few of the 
scheduled novelties with all the fervor one ex- 
pects from the faithful. 

“Truffles are still big and will be out in full 
force,’ she assures. ‘‘We’re particularly ex- 
cited about the long-stemmed chocolate chip 
cookies.’’ These dainties, Cummins reveals, are 
mounted on florist stems with silk leaves, then 
delivered by the dozen, like roses. 

Star billing this year goes to the chef’s com- 
petition sponsored by the American Culinary 
Federation. Displays from across the globe will 
contend for recognition, including sculptures, 
centerpieces and cocoa paintings on canvas 
(perhaps the ultimate in chocolate artistry). 
Rival recipes will extend beyond desserts to en- 
compass breads, appetizers and entrees as well. 
“One entry features lobster coated in white 
chocolate butter sauce,’’ sighs Cummins in an- 
ticipatory rapture. The prize winners will be 
auctioned off by celebrities, with the proceeds 
going to the Special Olympics. 

Tickets are being sold by the day to avoid the 
disappointments of the show’s first year, when 
thousands had to be turned away. ‘‘We just had 
no idea it would draw so many in 1983,’ Cum- 
mins recalls. ‘“We started with an enormous ex- 


hibition hall and couldn’t fit them all in.”’ 
Disaster was averted when the show’s 
organizers kept the crowds docile by going out- 
side to administer chocolate. 

Chocolate’s legendary powers exceed the 
mere ability to soothe the savage beast. Since 
the days of Montezuma, the delicacy’s first 
recorded enthusiast, chocolate’s reputation has 
been embellished by its association with love 
and desire. Greeting card artist Sandra Boynton 
devoted a chapter of her playful book, 
Chocolate: The Consuming Passion, to the 
dismissal of outdated chocolate fallacies. One ex- 
cerpt reads: 

MYTH NO. 7 

““Chocolate is an aphrodisiac.”’ 

Actually this is true. 

Such celebrated lovers as Casanova, Madame 
du Barry and Napoleon’s Josephine were all 
reputed chocoholics. A pamphlet circulating in 
London about 1702 cautions against ‘‘the in- 
flammatory properties of Chocolate, which ex- 
cite the passionate Humours of the unwary.” 

Excited passions run rife on Valentine’s Day, 
the holiday synonymous with velvet and satin- 
covered boxes that bear devotion encapsulated 
in creamy, dark bon-bons. 

“Tt happens every year,’’ a downcast woman 
confides in line at Helen Grace Candies. ‘‘I buy 
my husband a five-pounder on February 14 and 
I have it emptied by the following week. Then I 
have to sneak back to buy replacements.’’ 
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There actually may be scientific foundations 
to the long-standing connection between 
chocolate and amour. The former is bursting 
with phenylethylamine, a substance supposedly 
present in the brain of a person falling in love. If 
so, phenylethylamine must have pumped pell- 
mell through the mind of one man who describ- 
ed his favorite fantasy as ‘‘replaying the beach 
scene in From Here to Eternity with Cybill 
Shepherd. The sand would be made of cocoa 
powder, the sea of milk, and chocolate waves 
would wash over us as I fed it all to Miss 
Shepherd.’’ 

Whether based in fact or fancy, chocolate’s 
steamy reputation surely doesn’t harm its 
purveyors. One such entrepreneur is Gloria 
Levine, owner of Aphrodite Confections of 
Love, a wholesale business that started from the 
little store with the apt name on Balboa Island. 

Levine was between businesses when she and 
her sister went for a stroll on the island in 1982. 
‘*As we walked my sister said to me, “Do you 
realize there isn’t a single candy store on this 
entire island? Why don’t you open one?’’’ 
Casually, Levine continues, ‘‘And so I said 
O.K.”’ 

It wasn’t that simple. Levine suffered from 
agoraphobia, a fear of open spaces that often 
results in a person clinging to ‘‘safe’’ places or 
people. Her aversion to venturing from home, 
to driving, had been the cause of her retirement 
from earlier businesses. But she credits her 
chocolate manufacturing with helping her to 
overcome the disorder. 

Success also played a role. ‘‘I believed my 
chocolates were better than anyone else’s and I 
wanted to prove it,’’ she states. Prove it she did; 
at a Washington convention, a buyer from Har- 
rods of London singled out Levine’s creations as 
“*the only American chocolate that tasted like 
European chocolate.’’ Her truffles won the Na- 
tional Domestic Chocolate Award at the same 
show. 

Levine denies that the quality of a truffle can 
be judged by its price tag. ‘“Good is good,’’ she 
pontificates, ‘‘whether it’s $6.95 a pound or 
$30.00 a pound.”’ 

Like Levine, the makers and eaters of 
chocolate tend to hold strong opinions about 
their sweet passion. Fans now have a forum in 
the pages of Chocolate News, a Manhattan- 
based magazine that relays innovations in taste 
and production to subscribers through 
chocolate-scented ink on cocoa-tinted pages. 

Another New York-based publication is 
Chocolatier, a quarterly magazine conceived in 
1983 and filled with recipes, guides to chocolate 
meccas, and other related stories. By its third 
issue, Chocolatier was reporting sales of 
480,000—15 percent of which were attributed 
to the Los Angeles metropolitan area. As editor 
Joan Steuer conceded in a Los Angeles Times 
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I moved onto my father’s 45-foot yacht 
Mistral early last year to cut down on my ex- 
penses while attending CSULB full-time. My 
father, who was already living there, didn’t 
mind. He’s always done his best to help me get 
through college. However, I do plan to live on 
shore when I graduate. 

Living on a sailboat is no different from living 


This semester, I am interning at California 
Magazine. (top) I work there as an editorial 
assistant three days a week. It’s a long drive 
from Newport Beach to Wilshire Boulevard, 
but it’s worth it: the journalism experience I’m 
gaining is invaluable. 


When I tell people I reside on a boat, they 
usually remark on how exciting that must be. I 
look at it as just another residence. My family 
traveled a lot and I’ve stayed in many places, 
from a villa in Portugal to a colonial house in 
the Zairian rainforest. Living aboard fits into 
my father’s and my lifestyle. We sail often and 
love to scuba dive. In the summer, we go on 
cruises to Catalina or to the Channel Islands. 

My friends or dates usually don’t have any 
trouble finding Mistral, although it is docked in 
a rather secluded area of the marina. When they 
arrive to pick me up, they wait on the dock 
while I climb out onto the deck in my stocking 
feet holding my shoes (street shoes are a no-no 
aboard). When a friend drops by for a visit, 
(right) we chat on deck while enjoying the 
waterfront view and the weather. 
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in a house, except for the space. We keep our 
extra things in a large storage shed at the end of 
the dock. We have two cats, a mailbox, shore 
power for electricity and the telephone, a galley 
(kitchen), and a small bathroom. There is no 
shower, however, so every morning I drive 
several miles to the Newport Beach YMCA for 
a swimming workout. I take my shower there. 


I have my own room and I study a little there 
in the evenings. More often, I do my homework 
at the library and type at a friend’s house near- 
by. This way, I am not tempted to stick my 
head through the cabin door and become 
engrossed in a show my father might be wat- 
ching on KCET. 


Photography 


Mistral is a classic yacht, designed by the needs frequent maintenance, such as painting by Johnathan 
reknowned John G. Alden. She was built in and varnishing. Sanding the rails is one job I Nourok 
Maine in 1939. As with all wood boats, she usually get stuck with. 
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Chocolate 

(Continued from page 17) 

interview, the West Coast has traditionally been 
a ‘‘leader in whole gourmet food revolution.”’ 
Her observations are echoed by the ‘‘Salute to 
Chocolate’ organizers: ‘‘We decided to take it 
to trendy L.A., where everything is done on a 
grander scale.’’ 

Yet not even Southern Californians can ban- 
quet guilt-free in a chocolate Utopia. Finger- 
wagging detractors ever warn over the wages of 
indulgence: acne, tooth decay, excess poundage. 
Nobody denies that chocolate, like nearly any 
craved substance, can be abused. But scientific 
tests, according to the November 1984 issure of 
National Geographic magazine, suggest acne is 
not linked primarily to diet. As for tooth decay, 
a research team from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology reported in 1978 that a chemical 
found in cocoa powder can prevent plaque, the 
bacteria-filled substance that causes cavities. It 
must be admitted that most all research is fund- 
ed by companies that sell chocolate, but their 
findings have not been disputed. 

But what about calories? 

“It’s pretty simple; you just don’t eat as 
much as you’d like,’’ says Eileen Gower, as she 
arranges a Bordeaux display behind a See’s can- 
dy counter. Gower, at five foot, five inches and 
118 pounds, consumes ‘“‘a little bit of chocolate 
in some form every day, even when I’m being 
careful about my weight. 


‘Obviously, in my position moderation is a 
must. I see chocolate every day, even on my 
days off. If I ate one-tenth of what people think I 
do, I’d have an acute health problem.”’ 

Temperance, then, is the hallmark of a well- 
adjusted chocophile. Since chocolate has 
transcended respectability into Fashion, are its 
champions eating more than before? 

“‘Those who are not ecstatic about chocolate 
have always thought its fans eat too much,’’ 
says Cummins. ‘““But chocolate lovers have 
always hoarded it, always craved it. Now 
they’re not afraid to let the world know how 
much.”’ 

Cummins doesn’t think snobbery is a signifi- 
cant facet of the gourmet trend. ‘‘People try 
gourmet chocolate for the fashion; they stay for 
the taste. But that doesn’t mean the popularity 
of domestic candy bars has declined. People 
tend to eat the familiar, and it’s a taste they’ve 
grown up with.”’ 

Whether they linger over hand-dipped 
strawberries at Kron’s, or gulp down M & Ms 
during coffee breaks, chocolate lovers all 
agree—it’s a treat they wouldn’t want to be 
without. 
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“I'ma cavalry platoon coe 

in charge of 43 men,’ says Hal. ° 
responsible for their education, ce 
training, their well-being. So youcan 
bet I'm making rapid-fire decisions 
all day. Decisions that have an impact 
on people's lives.” 

Army ROTC isa great way 
to prepare for being an Army officer 
ROTC helps you develop discipline 
of mind and spirit. As well as your 
ability to make decisions under 
pressure 

Taking Army ROTC pays off 
in other ways. Like financial assistance 
—up to $1,000 year for your last 
two years of ROTC. You could also 
win an ROTC scholarship, as Hal 
did. Each scholarship covers tuition, 
books, and more 


2nd Lt. Hal Davis was an industrial management 
major at the University of Tennessee and a 
member of Army ROTC 
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Erotic Films 


(Continued from page 4 ) 

dustry, Royalle considers herself a feminist and 
dislikes the use of the word ‘‘pornography’’ to 
describe her movies. For her, the word em- 
bodies the entire “‘porn ghetto-system’’ that 
victimizes women, and against which she hopes 
to set up an alternative. With Femme, Royalle 
feels she is going in a progressive direction. She 
believes support from feminists and from the 
female public is crucial if women-oriented erotic 
films are to succeed commercially. 

Williams and Mallory estimate that women 
now comprise 35 percent of those involved in 
the adult video business, from the production 
aspect all the way down to retail sales. Never- 
theless, the industry is still dominated by 
shrewd businessmen who are competing in a 
crowded arena for their share of a multi-million, 
soon-to-be multi-billion dollar market. The 
stakes are much too high for them to deviate 
from the tried-and-true formulas of male- 
oriented porn. ‘‘Let’s put it this way,’’ says 
Vera, “‘the erotic film industry is a business like 
any other business.’’ Royalle says, “‘If a 
businessman finds a niche which allows him to 
pay his bills and to send his kids to private 
school, there’s no reason for him to take a 
chance on what may not turn a profit.”’ 

As of now, the adult video industry does not 
seem to recognize the emergence of « womens’ 
market for their products as a bona fide trend. 
But just how many women are turning to 
X-rated movies for entertainment ? So:far, no 
formal research has been done on the subject. 
However, video retailers are seeing an increase 
in the number of women renting erotic movies. 
A manager of the Video Depot in Irvine says 
his female adult video clientele went up 50 per- 
cent in the last year. An informal survey of fif- 
teen Los Angeles and Orange County area 
video stores reveals that 10 to 20 percent of 
their adult video customers are women. 

The Hollywood Reporter recently published 
video industry analyst Paul Kagan’s prediction 
that the number of TV households owning 
VCRs in the United States will grow from 27 
percent at the end of 1985, to a projected 67 
percent by the end of 1994. The women au- 
dience for adult movies can only get bigger as 
the use of VCRs becomes more widespread. 

Another reason tor the lack of womens’ film 
erotica, besides that of the adult movie in- 
dustry’s unwillingness to take a profit risk, 1s 1g- 
norance. Until recently, many of the men who 
controlled the industry doubted women liked to 
watch X-rated movies at all; as far as they were 
concerned, pornography for women was simply 
a non-issue. This attitude stemmed from the 
Victorian notion that women didn’t really en- 
joy sex. This myth was perpetuated into the 
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°70s when attempts to publish womens’ 
equivalents to soft-porn magazines, such as 
Viva, flopped. After the sexual revolution of 
the late °60s, people like Viva’s publisher Bob 
Guccione thought that liberation-hungry 
women would react to the male ‘‘objects’’ 
displayed on Viva’s pages in the same manner 
male readers did to his Penthouse models. This 
didn’t work because Guccione didn’t unders- 
tand the subtle differences between male and 
female sexual arousal. In her book Women, Sex 
and Pornography, Beatrice Faust describes 
these differences succinctly. She writes that 
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in her book From Reverence to Rape, says that 
women are interested primarily in the presence 
of believable sexual tension between a man and 
a woman on screen. ‘‘Women movie-goers,”’ 
she writes, ‘‘are profoundly aroused by observ- 
ing the total man-woman relationship.”’ In an 
article published by the New York Times 
Magazine, writer Lois Gould found that 
women were highly aroused by scenes in con- 
ventional movies such as the one in Gone With 
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Abortion 

(Continued from page 11) 

I'd marry you if I had the money.’’ He was full 
of hot air. So, we unofficially decided to have it 
aborted. I couldn’t imagine what the future 
would be like, but all my life I’ve been against 
abortion and so, for me to do that was to go 
against one principle that I strongly believed in. 
I didn’t tell Kelly; I guess I wanted to pretend it 
hadn’t happened. Telling her about it would 
make it more real. 

For some reason, adoption was never a 
possibility in my mind. I thought if I went that 
far with it, I would never be able to give it up. 

So, Jay took me to the clinic. They didn’t put 
me to sleep. You could take a Valium if you 
wanted it, but that’s all you got. I sat with eight 
other girls in a room, and we all went in, one 
by one. Then the one who had gone in would 
come back--it was also the recovery room. And 
I thought, “This isn’t so horrifying.’’ My turn 
came and one nurse stood by my head, holding 
my hand, and the doctor and assisting nurse 
were at the other end of the table. Then came 
the worst pain I have ever felt. I must have 
blacked out, but I remember my body, I 
couldn’t control it-my lower body was thump- 
ing on the table. The nurse had a ghastly look 
on her face, and I asked, ‘‘What’s wrong?’’ She 
wouldn’t tell me--just tried to sooth me. 

The doctor left and came back what seemed 
like much later. He said, ‘‘I’m sorry, but this 
procedure is incomplete; you are still pregnant. 
You'll have to come back and you’ll-have-to-go- 
here-and-you’ll-have-to-do-this...”’ And I just 
said, ‘*Please write it down.’’ And | thought, 
all that pain for nothing. Well, this is the price I 
have to pay. 

They carried me out to the recovery room, 
and I couldn’t help it, I was bawling and 
screaming. Then I looked up and saw that last 
girl, still waiting, and I told myself: Stop. 
You’re going to scare this poor girl to death. 
She’d been raped, and I knew that this was 
something she had to do. So I said, ‘‘Please 
don’t look at me.”’ 

Then I had to tell Jay. He said, ‘‘What do 
you mean, it’s not over?’’ They told me I’d 
have to have a laminaria the night before the 
next procedure. In other words, they would in- 
sert sterilized seaweed sticks into my vagina in 
order to stretch my cervix, which is quite small. 
The whole process ended up taking over a 
month, because they had to wait at least two 
weeks between surgeries, to avoid infection. 

In the meantime, somehow my story had got 
out. It was Hot Gossip at school. I actually 
remember walking by a group of girls and one 
was saying, ““You’ll never believe what I just 
heard! Kim Reilly, the girl who wore a halo, is 
pregnant, and now she’s trying to have and 
abortion~and it won’t work!’’ 

The time came around for me to go back. I 
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thought, after all I’d lived through, this will be 
a piece of cake. The nurse shook my shoulder 
after it was over and I opened my eyes and said, 
“Will you double-check, please? Are you 
sure?’ They all got a big kick out of that. 

They made it clear that it would be very hard 
for me to have a child in the future, owing to 
the size of my cervix and the one unsuccessful 
procedure. But if I ever became pregnant again, 
I would take that chance. I would try to have 
the baby. And I would try to be everything, the 
best I could be for it. 

One of the counselors said to me at the time, 
“Do you realize that after this is over, you’re 
going to have to do something that makes you 
feel you’ve redeemed yourself?’’ I have com- 
mitted murder, and I have to live with that. 


Kelly: Maybe I’m avoiding the issue, but I 
don’t feel that way. I did what I felt was best at 
the time. And now.... If I had a poster to send 
out to everybody about birth control, I’d do it. 
I'd go into an auditorium with thousands of 
people in it. I don’t spread around the fact that 
I’ve had an abortion; not many people know 
about it, but if our stories could help just one 
person.... 

This society needs to educate people, mostly 
teenagers, about birth control. I’m not saying 
it’s O.K. to be 13 years old and having sex. But 
the reality of it is that kids that age walk into 
our clinic every day. They’ve been confronted 
with sex and they aren’t handling it correctly. 

Sometimes I think getting an abortion is too 
simple. I see women my age coming in for a 
fourth or fifth abortion, and I say it’s no form 
of birth control. But who’s qualified to say, 
‘This is too many.’’ 

Kim: Once it was over, I didn’t care anymore 
who knew about it. I’d like to help people 
understand it’s not pleasant, it’s something to 
be avoided at all costs. But if you feel you’ve no 
other choice.... 

When I went back to the clinic for the 
laminaria, there was a lady there who spoke 
almost no English; she didn’t understand what 
was happening to her. I sat down and explained 
to her the best way I knew how what was in- 
volved. And she was so grateful. Six of us sat in 
that room feeling miserable, but sharing our ex- 
periences made it easier. I felt I’d lived through 
the worst and survived. 

Kelly: An abortion is something you don’t 
bring up much, even to yourself. Unless you 
educate someone...help her come to terms with 
the reality of it. Otherwise, I don’t think of it 
often. I’ve had one, I’ve made a mistake; it isn’t 
going to happen again. 
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People Are Talking ... 
(Continued from page 15) 


Crime-When 
You're the Victim 


It rips you asunder—rape, robbery, assault, 
attempted murder, homicide. Then you must 
begin again. Yet something lingers. Fear. Guilt. 
Anger. Disbelief. Depression. 

These are the common bonds shared by vic- 
tims of violent crimes. These emotions are the 
foundation elements for victim support groups 
such as Victims For Victims. 

Victims For Victims was started by actress 
Teresa Saldana, who was brutally stabbed in 
West Hollywood in 1982. A group of people 
watched in horror until Jeff Fenn, a water 
deliveryman, brought the assailant under con- 
trol. Out of her need to speak with others who 
had survived similar experiences, Saldana form- 
ed this support group. 

Because of Saldana’s visibility in the media, 
her organization has received wide acclaim. A 
recent T.V. movie depicted her story, with 
Saldana playing herself. 

And today, victims’ rights groups are 
sprouting up nation-wide. Since the Goetz case 
has spotlighted crime victims, suddenly 
politically astute legislators want to support vic- 
tim’s bill of rights. 

The U.S Justice Department estimates that 
one in three families this year will see one of its 
members victimized by a violent crime. The 
non-profit Victims For Victims is designed to 
ensure that the needs—financial and emotional 
—of violent crime victims are met, according to 
Shirley Conley, Executive Director. 

The judicial system is out of balance, with 
criminals given greater care than those they 
assault, rob or rape. Criminals receive free food, 
housing, clothing, medical care, and legal 
counseling while their victims receive limited 
financial compensation and little legal help. 

Victims For Victims provides court 
assistance for these victims. Trained volunteers 
explain the judicial process and victims rights. 
And group representatives accompany the vic- 
tim through court, from the time the police are 
called until the sentencing. 

But the real results remain at the emotional 
level. 

For Linda Miller (a pseudonym), her ex- 
periences with Victims For Victims began in 
November 1984. Five Months earlier, Miller 
was attacked in a parking lot, next to her car. 
She was thrown into her car, stripped, tied up, 
and kidnapped. She was blindfolded. Before her 
release the next morning, she was sexually 
assaulted several times. 

After the initial trauma, she felt very isolated. 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Dennis Koenig 


OCRIPT WRITER 


Some people wait a lifetime for that elusive 
“‘big break.’” For Dennis Koenig, however, it 
came at age 18 while in his first year at Cal 
State Long Beach. An impulsive phone call 
resulted in an appointment with Rod Serling, 
creator of Twilight Zone. As Koenig approach- 
ed Serling’s Palos Verdes ranch home carrying 
a reworked high school skit he hoped might 
make a good Gunsmoke episode, he was unsure 
why Serling had even agreed to meet a 
greenhorn writer like himself. 

As Serling sat pondering the script, Koenig 
waited anxiously as the tension mounted. Final- 
ly, Serling broke the suspense—he liked what 
he’d just read. 

After discussing the script, Serling asked 
Koenig, ‘“‘How about some Coca-Cola, sand- 
wiches and a game of scrabble?’ Koenig 
remembers, describing this night as ‘‘an ex- 
perience of a lifetime.’’ 

““Without Rod Serling, who knows where I’d 
be today,’’ Koenig says, thinking back to 1969 
when he sold his first script—to Gunsmoke. 
“It’s who you know,’’ Koenig says. ‘“There 
are so many people out there who have light- 
years more talent than I do that aren’t 
anywhere because they just happen not to get a 
break; breaks are everything.”’ 

Serling’s belief in Koenig motivated him to 
“go on to bigger and better things.’’ In 197] 
he landed a job writing for a radio talk show 
hosted by Gary Owens, of Laugh-In fame. 
Koenig considers this his hardest job ever—hav- 
ing to write 75 one-liners every four days. If he 
met his quota, he was paid $400. These one- 
liners, referred to as the ‘‘Rumor of the Day,”’ 
went something like, ‘‘Is it true that all of Ra- 
quel Welch’s ee are busted?’’ 

Owens once ‘took Koenig to look in on a 
Laugh-In writing session. Seeing 32 writers sit- 
ting side-by-side at a conference table—all bab- 
bling into their tape recorders—almost scared 
Koenig out of the business. ‘‘It was maniac ci- 
ty!’ he recalls. “‘Those writers would go-for- 
broke every day, and burn themselves out after 
eight or nine months. I didn’t need that ag- 
grevation; if I had to do that, I didn’t want any 
part of it.”’ 

While continuing writing for the radio show, 
Koenig freelanced for television, refusing to be 
discouraged by the many rejections he received. 
“‘I wallpapered the bathroom of this little apart- 
ment I had in Belmont Shores with my rejec- 


tion notices, just to keep my spirits up,’’ he 
jokes. 

Although Koenig had studied Ornithology at 
CSULB, he soon decided it was indeed ‘‘for the 
birds,’’ so he continued with his writing. Occa- 
sional successes sustained him through the 
typical uncertainty of freelancing, until his 
perseverance finally paid-off. 

In 1978, after six years of selling freelance 
scripts for Barney Miller, The Jeffersons and 
Taxi—each worth about $5000—Koenig wrote 
a script for M*A*S*H. Like the others, 
they bought it. Unlike the others, the 
M * A *S* H people wanted more of Koenig 
than a freelance relationship. 

One of the M * A *S * H producers, Larry 
Gelbart, called Koenig in for a meeting with the 
other producers. ‘I was nervous,”’ he says, ‘‘I 
thought, ‘Oh no, I’m in trouble, I did 
something wrong... plagiarized something, or 
someone’s mad at me.’’’? He had never even 
considered a job offer, but they offered him a 
staff-writing position on the spot. 

“I was like a kid in a candy store,’’ Koenig 
says, remembering his first days on the new job. 
“T couldn’t believe it was happening to me! 
Every day was a major learning experience.”’ 

Writing for M*A*S*H consisted of 
“telling a story and getting laughs at the same 
time,’’ Koenig recalls. ‘‘There was a lot of kid- 
ding around, just like on the show itself, but 
when we got down to the nitty-gritty, if there 
wasn’t a message in the story, then we 
wouldn’t do it.”’ 

The writers would develop a theme and then 
take it it to the producers, story editors—and 
usually Alan Alda—for their input. The week 
before a scheduled shooting, they also met with 
the actors to give them a chance to interpret 
their own characters. Many of the stars 
matured their character. For instance, Alda 
moved ‘‘Hawkeye’’ from, as Koenig describes 
it, “‘the skirt-chasing crazy man, always booz- 
ing it up, to one recognizing womens’ rights.”’ 

By 1981, though, ideas for storylines were 
nearly exhausted and Alda had an idea everyone 
agreed on—it was time to begin writing the 
final episode. ‘‘We decided to work it up to a 
big finish and then let it go,’’ Koenig says. 
““We didn’t want to go the way of the boxer 
who tries to punch one too many times and 
becomes a has-been.”’ 

M*xA*S* H had given us the message 
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“‘war is hell’’ in a light-hearted way as long as 
those involved thought possible. On February 
23, 1983, the nation said goodbye to 
M*A*S*H. This final episode—for which 
Koenig was story editor—became, and remains, 
the most-watched television show ever. 
M*A*S*H’s reputation of making us 
laugh and cry, all in one sitting, was again pro- 
ven in “‘Goodbye, Farewell and Amen.’ 
Today, Koenig continues freelancing current- 
ly for Cheers and The Bill Cosby Show. He’s 
also working for Alda on a new movie. 
Alda is also working on a new television 
series, in which he has been guaranteed com- 
plete creative control by the network. It is 
scheduled to air next year. Koenig will again be 
working with him on the series. Koenig was 
hesitant to work on another television series, 
“because it would be hard to follow in the 
footsteps of M*A*S*H.’ Koenig feels 
assured that with Alda in charge, it’s sure to be 
an insightful, no-nonsense production. He’s 


looking forward to the series, because even 
though it’s not M* A *S* H, it is Alda. 

With Serling’s encouragement and Alda’s 
belief in him, plus a bit of luck and plenty of 
hard work, Koenig, who once thought he might 
spend his life with the birds, is nevertheless fly- 
ing high as a top-notch scriptwriter. 
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Weekends: Two-day rewards for five-day 
work weeks. Time to recover both body and 
spirit, before the realities of Monday morning 
assail you. Time enough to discover the 
pleasures of bicycling. 

Whether you’re seeking a two-hour antidote 
to the weekday grind or a two-day vacation, the 
remedy may be sitting in your garage. Dust off 
the cobwebs and oil the chain, you’re going on 
a bicycle tour! 

Out of shape? Trick knee? Not to worry, this 
isn’t the Boston Marathon. You needn’t be a 
thick-thighed Hercules to travel without a 
motorized vehicle. Even a neophyte who hasn’t 
pumped a bike since grade school can cover the 
following trails. Usually, the terrain is table-top 
flat with plenty of places to stop and give those 
leg muscles a rest. 

Now, let’s hit those trails! 

SOUTH BAY BICYCLE PATH 

If you want to combine sightseeing with cycl- 
ing, don’t miss the year-round circus along the 
South Bay Bicycle Path. It’s L.A.’s answer to 
the street theatre. This 19-mile adventure trek 
stretches along the coastline from Santa Monica 
State Beach to Torrance County Beach with 
never a dull moment. Skaters, skateboarders, 
and cyclists compete for space along the 
beachfront, as sunburnt tourists ogle the street 
shows. Mimes and musicians vie to entertain 
you. The evangelists crusade to save your soul, 
and the street vendors seek to relieve the jingle 
in your pockets. Parking is available at any of 
the beaches along the route, and bicycles can be 
rented in Venice, Playa del Rey, and along 
Manhattan, Hermosa, and Redondo beaches. 

LARIO TRAIL 

For a more leisurely ride, you might consider 
the Lario Trail. Paralleling sections of the Los 
Angeles River and Rio Hondo Channels, this 
22-mile trail follows from San Gabriel 
Boulevard in Montebello to the harbor at Long 
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Beach. Entrances are located in the Whittier 
Narrows Recreation Area, the John Anson 
Ford County Park (in Bell Gardens), and along 
most major cross streets. 

SAN GABRIEL RIVER 

Ready to stretch your muscles? If so, the San 
Gabriel River Trail is where you belong. This 
bike trail extends along the levee of the river for 
36 miles, from Azusa in the north to Seal Beach 
in the south. The scenery is pretty scarce in 
places (remember this is a flood control 
channel), but you’ll seldom be bothered by 
pedestrians, and never by cars. Santa Fe Dam 
Recreation Area, Santa Fe Springs Park, 
Wilderness Park in Downey, El Dorado Park in 
Long Beach, and most highway crossings pro- 
vide entrances to this trail. Drinking fountains 
and restrooms are located in the parks along the 
way. Restaurants and snack bars can be found 
on the major cross streets. For a quiet, leisurely 
pace this trail can’t be beat! 

BOLSA CHICA BIKE PATH 

If your taste in scenery runs toward bikini- 
clad females or muscle-bound males, then you 
won’t want to miss the sights along the Bolsa 
Chica Bike Path. Beginning near Warner 
Avenue, ten miles of some of the best-looking 
beach bums south of Redondo await you. The 
trail runs the length of Bolsa Chica State Beach, 
south through Huntington City and State 
beaches, and ends at Brookhurst Street. 
Automobile parking along the beaches costs $3. 
A convenient stopping point midway along the 
bike path is the Huntington Pier. All the 
amenities—restrooms, drinking fountains, pic- 
nic tables, and fire pits—can be found here and 
at intervals along the path. During the summer, 
the snack bars are open to refresh you. And 
when you’re ready to enjoy the water, park 
your bike in one of the racks along the trail. 

If you’re ready for a new twist to bicycling, 
try night riding along the Bolsa Chica path. It’s 
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well lit; street lamps and fire pits brighten up 
the summer sky along Huntington’s beaches. 

SANTA ANA RIVER TRAIL 
‘ If you decide to try the Santa Ana River 
Trail, you’ll have to stick to daylight hours. 
This 22-mile trail runs parallel to the Santa Ana 
River. It offers no lighting at night and has 
limited restroom and water facilities. The trail 
can be entered at the southern end of the Bolsa 
Chica Bike Trail by crossing Pacific Coast 
Highway at Brookhurst St. and following the 
river canal. From there, the trail travels north 
through Costa Mesa, Santa Ana, Orange, 
Anaheim, and eventually ends in Yorba Linda. 
The path can be entered at: most major cross 
streets, and provides safe bike access to the 
beach. 

For more information on bicycling—regula- 
tions, safety tips, and route maps—in the 
Southern California area, contact: California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 

120 S. Spring St. 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

(213) 620-3550 

What? You fear these novice trails aren’t 
enough of a challenge to your consumate cycl- 
ing skills? You think you’re ready for a two-day 
workout? Well, you’re in luck. Several bicycle 
touring organizations can give you a chance to 
flex your muscles on a variety of two-and -three 
day tours. 

If you enjoy wine tasting, you'll be over- 
whelmed by the multi-day winery tours. There 
are forays into Northern California’s Alexander 
Valley, Napa Valley, and Sonoma Valley. Far- 
ther south, the Santa Ynez Valley is the site of 
winery excursions and side trips to the Danish 
village of Solvang. 

Or you can tour the Russian River, explore 
Redwood country, and camp nestled among the 
towering trees. 

But maybe you yearn for the salty tang of a 
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sea breeze. If so, you might consider a bike tour 
along the Point Reyes Seashore. And if you 
want to combine sailing and cycling, you’ll en- 
joy the weekend expeditions to Catalina and 
Santa Cruz Islands. 

All the tours mentioned above can be manag- 
ed by any energetic beginner and still challenge 
more advanced riders, but be warned! The daily 
mileage ranges from 15 to 50 miles. And unless 
you thrive on muscle cramps and a bruised 
behind, you should consider conditioning 
yourself before tackling a multi-day tour. 

As you might have guessed, these weekend 
tours will cost you more than $3 for parking or 
lunch on the paseo. You’ll spend anywhere 
from $100 to $400, depending on whether you 
opt to camp under the stars or lounge in a four- 
poster bed. Included in the price of the tour are: 
overnight accommodations; three meals per 
day; gratuities; taxes; guides; maps; and a 
“‘sap’’ wagon to carry luggage and tired 
cyclists. 

If weekend touring is your bag, there are 
several organizations offering bicycle tours in 
California and other points west. For more in- 
formation, write or call: 

Backroads Bicycle Touring 

P.O Box 1626 

San Leandro, CA 94577 

(415) 895-1783 

Bicycling West, Inc. 

P.O. Box 15128 

San Diego, CA 92115 
(619) 583-3001 

Pacific Adventures 

1641 Westwood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90024 

(213) 473-6571 

Wilderness Bicycle Tours 

P.O. Box 692 

Topanga, CA 90290 
(213) 455-2544 
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(Continued from page 20) 
‘It’s like going to battle, like being in a war,”’ 
says Miller, ‘‘only you’re in it all by yourself.”’ 

And one experience shared by people who go 
through this kind of battle, she continues, is the 
disappearance of friends and family. They simp- 
ly can’t deal with the horror of such violence 
and the reality that it could have been them. 
‘*You find yourself in the position of having to 
start over completely because the people you 
thought would rally around you just couldn’t 
do it.”’ 

“But this is where Victims For Victims helps 
me,’’ says Miller, ‘‘you find out that you’re 
not alone, that someone else shares your feel- 
ings.’’ Sometimes friendships start. People 
telephone each other. 

There are weekly support groups, led by pro- 
fessional therapists, where victims learn to deal 
with the reality of their violent experience. 

Victims For Victims also holds monthly 
meetings that are open to the friends and family 
of victims. Peer counseling is provided through 
computer match-ups of victims of similar 
crimes. And, if necessary, victims can be refer- 
red to private, professional therapists. But 
therapists haven’t experienced being a crime 
victim so there is an unsatisfied need for sharing 
with other victims. 

Mary Woods was raped and robbed in her 
Hollywood apartment three years ago. Like 
many victims, she was bombarded with feelings 
of fear, guilt, and frustration. 

“Through Victims For Victims, I could be 
with people who shared my anger and frustra- 
tion,’’ says Woods, ‘‘and I didn’t have to feel 
guilty for what happened to me.”’ 

And according to Woods, the organization 
has not only helped her, it has given her the 
chance to help other victims. She speaks before 
other victim support groups and is currently a 
Victims For Victims Board member. 

But do the victims ever find solace? While 
Victims For Victims can offer emotional sup- 
port, it can’t erase the experience. The damage 
is done. ‘‘The violence knocks you into a pit,”’ 
Woods concludes, ‘‘and you have to climb back 
out.’’ For a few, Victims For Victims makes 
the climb easier. 

For more information about this victim sup- 
port group, call (213) 850-5001. 

—Deanna Weston 
assistance by Huei Lin Jao 


Myths About 
Child Abuse 


Could you abuse your child? 

The answer is yes. We all have the capacity 
to become abusers; the key is how stress 
is handled. 


Research 


Most families are not the picture of love, 
security and comfort we suppose, but ones of in- 
stability, injury and pain. Statistics show that 
one in three murders are committed by one 
family member against another. Estimates are 
that one in three children are physically or emo- 
tionally abused. 

Many common myths surround the mystery 
of child abuse: 

Myth: Child abusers premeditate their 
abuse; it is always deliberate. 

The truth is most abuse occurs when spon- 
taneous events trigger stress. 

Myth: Abuse only happens among the lower 
classes and the very poor, or ‘‘it doesn’t hap- 
pen in my neighborhood. "’ 

Abuse crosses all social barriers. Abuse is 
reported more at lower economic levels because 
it is brought to the attention of social agencies. 
Abuse in higher economic levels tends to be 
more hidden and isolated. 

Myth: The most prevalent form of abuse is 
physical. 

In fact, emotional abuse and neglect is the 
most prevalent. 

Myth: Abusing parents do not love their 
children and want to hurt or get rid of them. 

The majority of parents love their children 
very much and feel guilty about what they’ve 
done. The problem is they don’t know how to 
discipline in a nonabusive manner. 

Myth: Abused children hate their parents 
and want to get away from them. 

Rather than tell the truth about the abuse, 
they lie to support their parents’ lies in hopes of 
not being taken away. This is especially true 
with cases of physical and sexual abuse. 

Myth: Removing a child from abusive 
parents solves the problem for both the parent 
and the child. 

Removing the child is used as a last resort. 
When the child is removed, he feels he’s 
“‘bad,’’ that it’s his fault. This feeling can 
haunt forever. Also, the parent’s belief that 
they themselves are no good and of little value 
to society is thereby reinforced. 

Myth: There is a cycle of violence. Those 
who were abused as children will become 
abusers themselves. 

While this is true, many abused children 
become capable, nurturing parents. 

Myth: Spanking is not abusive behavior. 

Most experts consider it abusive and violent 
behavior. 

Myth: Parenting comes naturally. 

Actually, parenting is a learned and teachable 
skill. Too often the only knowledge brought to 
parenting is the attitudes and behavior of one’s 


one parents. 
—Shelley Ol hoffer 
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TRENDS 


THE RICH AND FAMOUS FAS 


Dallas, Dynasty, Falcon Crest—no one’s in 
doubt of what I’m referring to here. Commer- 
cial television’s got itself a new trend; we’re 
calling it the Rich-and-Famous trend. But just 
what attracts us to these million-dollar empires, 
these elaborate settings filled with the best of 
everything? Everything money can buy, that is. 

Television used to center around the lives of 
ordinary people-from Ozzie and Harriet to All 
In The Family to Three’s Company-who only 
dreamt of life on top of the economic ladder. 

Until 1978, when Dallas aired and became an 
overnight success. Others began emulating this 
catchy theme. Television’s now on an expedi- 
tion with the rich. Not only does television’s 
drama stem from the rich, but also much of its 
comedy. We’re now tuning into Doctor Bill 
Cosby and his lawyer-wife, rather than brewery 
workers Laverne and Shirley. Hotel, Magnum 
P.I. and Miami Vice also tantalize us with 
those wonderful things only money--the big 
money-can buy. 

Do we secretly long to be rich and famous, 
hoping to someday live similar lives, filled with 
designer clothes, priceless jewels, the chauf- 
feured Rolls, and the supposed never-ending 
thrills? Or are we after a convenient escape 
from our everyday lives? 

Judging from viewers’ responses, the reasons 
for ‘‘getting sucked into them,’’vary, as Janet 
Rowe, who admits to being sucked-in herself 
says. ‘“The people are beautiful and life is ex- 
citing,’’ says Christopher Bruce, 29. ‘‘I like 
the fashion and devious characters,’’ says 
Nastassia McNight, 21, in her designer clothes 
and spiked heels. Darrell Creamer, 23, says it’s 
“just fun and relaxing.’’ But Jay Benton, 35, is 
not so casual with his reply. He says, ‘‘I watch 
because of the outstanding actors and actresses. 
I have NEVER missed an episode of Dynasty.’ 

Whatever the reason--we’ve watched, we 
watch, and we’ll keep watching. Whether it’s 


J.R. hospitalizing Sue Ellen to cure her of 
alcoholism so that he can continue on with a 
love affair, or Blake ‘‘accidently’’ killing his 
gay-at-times son’s lover to keep his oil empire 
clean, the viewers love it. The March 31 
Season-to-Date Rating Report reveals Dallas 
and Dynasty are currently tied for the number 
one spot, each rated at 25 and some odd 
fraction--meaning 25 percent of the viewing au- 
dience is watching. Even after seven years on 
the air, Dallas remains on top; people haven’t 
had enough of J.R. yet. 

One Dynasty producer, Camille Marchetta, 
believes that beyond all the glitter and glamour, 
the only way to capture and keep an audience is 
with an interesting story, particularly a quickly 
moving story with an unpredictable outcome. 
“Like the show when Alexis announced that 
she was going to marry Dex,’’ Marchetta says, 

‘*That reaction of ‘What! What did she say?’ is 


We're in- 
trigued with 
the rich— 
how they live, 
what they’re 
driving, wear- 
ing, eating, 
drinking, ... 


UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE 


one of the things that keeps people coming 
back.’’ Marchetta says Dynasty is also suc- 
cessful because ‘‘people tune in week after week 
to keep up with characters they know, to follow 
their lives...a serial is about your audience fall- 
ing in love with your characters.’’ 

But it’s more than just love for the 
characters of the night-time soaps. The trend 
extends beyond the world of make-believe. 
Recently aired, Lifestyles of the Rich and 
Famous takes us beyond the iron gates and the 
limousine’s tinted glass windows, giving us a 
glimpse of the truly rich and famous. 

What is truly rich? It’s no longer the family 
down the street who owns a Mercedes and has a 
pool in their backyard. It is, however, Aaron 
Spelling, producer of Dynasty, who recently 
purchased a mansion for $10-million plus, in 
cash, deciding soon after to tear it down and 
start over, with plans to add a bowling alley, 
skating rink and zoo. Although this seems a lit- 
tle eccentric for Blake Carrington, it is said that 
Dynasty’s Blake and Krystal are based on 
Aaron Spelling and his wife Candy. 

But why is this Rich-and-Famous trend grab- 
bing us so effectively now? In 1976, two years 
before Dallas aired, one television sitcom 
writer, Susan Perkis Haven, went to ABC with 
a similar storyline. Her story about rich people 
received a rather abrupt rejection, with the pro- 
gram editor saying, ‘‘Americans hate rich peo- 
ple and always will.’’ But if so, it must be a case 
of people we ‘‘love to hate’’, because we sure 
love to watch them. 

Our cultural history suggests a fascination 
with the rich comes hand-in-hand with an 
unstable economy. From the OPEC oil crisis, 
through our recent economic recessions and 
recoveries, Americans are no longer secure 
about the future. Money and job security have 
become more important. When times are 
rough, as in the Depression, people seem to be 
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ng intrigued with the rich-how they live, what 
IS they’re driving, wearing, eating, drinking. You 
ek name it, we’re interested. Just like today’s 
ie Rich-and-Famous shows, the majority of the 
za films in the Depression were rich with 
h glamourous stars, powerful men and _ lavish 
q estates. Marchetta, who was also involved with 
a Dallas, attributes Dallas’ initial success, in part, 
Se to just that--coming on the air when the reces- 
nd ; : P ee ok 
: sion was at its height. ‘‘It was a combination of 
. people not having enough money to go out and 
ks there being something at home to watch,”’ 
7 Marchetta says, ‘‘and it was about people who 
| : F 
y had all the oil and that’s what everybody need- 
3a bac aes 
Z ed...the have-nots want to see what life is like 
on o> 
1 for the haves. 
2 Another speculation as to why we’re wat- 
in Mer ser : : ; 
ching is that we enjoy seeing the rich unhappy. 
nd s “ae ne 
Los Angeles Times television critic Lee 
ep Margulies believes that what interests us most 
it- ; ; 5 9 6 
is to think the rich really aren’t so different. 
at : : 
ie With or without money and worldly posses- 
sions, anyone’s personal life can be a shambles. 
b Or, as Marchetta puts it, ‘‘I think that anyone 
| seeing Blake and Alexis at Falon’s funeral 
rs ‘ : 
on would know that there are certain things 
af money doesn’t compensate for.’’ 
Yet another reason we watch may be spite. 
le ‘cc . : 2° 
ts I like to see Alexis get burned,’’ says a 
- vengeful, yet faithful, viewer, Tim De La Torre, 
w 23. And that we do, whether it’s Alexis or J.R., 
8 any villian will do. But why the ‘‘bad guys’’ to 
begin with? ‘‘The dramatic need is to 
‘ strengthen the drama by sharpening the con- _ baseball, hotdogs and apple pie? Will the new changed. ‘‘These shows would not have worked 
i flict,’” Marchetta says. She believes the viewers symbols of America soon be polo, escargot and under the ‘60s philosophy which was away 
; have an emotional need to see these ‘‘bad chocolate mousse? Are we “‘living ina material from materialism, when people looked inward 
ri guys” defeated, giving them a sense of there  world,”” as one song suggests? Are we paying for self-satisfaction,’’ he says. Certainly concern 
‘ really being justice in the world and the satisfac- too much attention to the first lady, with her for the poor is no longer a dominating attitude. 
: tion of the ‘good guy’’ triumphing. Of course, designer clothes? Are we paying too much at- Margulies believes this changing attitude is 
Z these devious characters aren’t thoroughly tention to these ultra-rich characters on televi- encouraged by Ronald Reagan, who ‘‘caters to 
a defeated, because, the show must go on. sion? his fellow rich folk.’’ Marchetta chooses not to 


Whatever happened to the America of Margulies believes America’s attitudes have (Continued on page 34) 
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TABOO TOF 


Prime-time television has long been described 
variously as glamorous, entertaining and 
frivolous; seldom has it been accused of being 
thought-provoking. But times have changed. In 
the wake of the western, the detective drama 
and the sitcom, now comes an onslaught of 
social commentary movies that have been light- 
ly referred to as ‘“T'V issues-of-the-week.”’ 

According to an article in The New York 
Times, networks had, until the last several 
years, voluntarily adhered to the principles of 
“‘family viewing time.’’ Because of the com- 
petition from uncensored cable television and 
changing public taste, they had to stimulate in- 
terest in their programming. Network ex- 


‘ ecutives conceded that they no longer designed 


shows appearing at 8 p.m. with children 
specifically in mind. This left the door wide 
open for writers and producers to fight for their 
own social statement T.V.-movies. 

As far back as 1972, ABC stunned its au- 
dience with the movie That Certain Summer, 
in which Hal Holbrook starred as a divorced 
father struggling to explain his homosexuality 
to his son. For this ground-breaking production, 
ABC Standards and Practices hired both a 
psychiatrist and a lawyer as consultants to the 
scriptwriters. They advised the addition of a 
somewhat anti-gay character to the movie to of- 
fset any ‘‘gay is okay’’ sentiment that might be 
inferred from the show. 

The writers ended up having Holbrook’s 
character say, ‘‘A lot of people think it’s 
wrong. They say it’s a sickness....If I had a 
choice, it’s not something I‘d pick for myself.’’ 
The producers were a bit uncomfortable with 
the decision, and when gay liberationists spoke 
out against the show, they regretted it. 

The censorship controversy again flared up 
after admitted network mishandlings of gay sub- 
jects on such series as Family and Police 
Woman, In the Police Woman episode, star 
Angie Dickinson said while arresting three les- 
bian murderers, ‘‘I know what a love like yours 
can do to someone.’’ This prompted a gay 
‘*7zap’’ on NBC that later resulted in a very ac- 
comodating attitude by the network to gay sub- 
ject matters. 

Spurred by the controversies afoot, Dr. 
Newton Deiter, head of the Gay Media Task 
Force, lobbied and got himself appointed consul- 
tant to the three major networks whenever a 
gay character or situation was shown. 
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Then, in 1979, came a TV-movie dealing 
with a taboo even more closeted than homosex- 
uality. CBS’s adaptation of Pete Hamill’s novel 
Flesh and Blood, a story of mother-son incest, 
put the network on the receiving end of a pur- 
ported nationwide boycott by a group called the 
National Federation for Decency. It seemed odd 
that this show would be the subject of such an 
attack when ABC’s Soap was setting new cen- 
sorship standards almost weekly. But CBS pull- 
ed through the dispute and the movie, which 
dealt more romantically than traumatically with 
the subject, aired as scheduled. 

Next, in the pilot movie Sidney Shorr and its 
ensuing series Love, Sidney, NBC delivered the 
premise of an admittedly homosexual man, who 
was no longer sexually active, living with a 
woman and her child. The network felt that it 
could avoid controversy by satisfying the gay 
constituency that Shorr’s lifestyle was not 
derogatory, while satisfying the far right that it 
was not favorable. 

NBC’s problem, however, lay in its fear of 
criticism. Although Deiter agreed that Shorr 
represented a legitimate homosexual type, the 
producers and writers played down Shorr’s sex- 
ual preference with each subsequent program. 
Eventually, Shorr’s homosexuality was reduced 
to a discreetly placed photograph of a former 
lover. 

With the arrival of the series Dynasty in 
1981, the subject of homosexuality came up 
once again. One of the show’s producers, 
Esther Shapiro, admitted to planning for the 
character of Steven Carrington to ‘“experiment 
with his sexuality’? in the series’ first two 
seasons, then go on to become television’s first 
recurring ‘‘fully-rounded gay character.”’ 

In the last episode of the show’s first season, 
Blake Carrington found his son Steven saying 
goodbye to his former male lover and ‘‘acciden- 
tally’’ killed the lover. The next season found 
Steven awkwardly trying to fit into the 
heterosexual person his mother, Alexis, wanted 
him to be. Al Corley, the actor who played 
Steven, quit the show saying, ‘“They (ABC) had 
a chance to do something different and they 
chickened out.’’ 

Since Steven was too vital a character for the 
show to lose, actor Jack Coleman filled the role 
the following season. Steven married a woman 
and fathered a child, divorced and re-married, 
but has since separated from his second wife 


and taken a male lover. If ABC had previously 
“*chickened out,’’ they’re now making up for 
lost time. 

As the succession of night-time soaps 
broadened the expectancy of prime time 
viewers, a new wave of so-called ‘“TV issues-of- 
the-week’’ broke. It started off with the shock- 
ing story of a family’s breakdown following the 
revelation of father-daughter incest in 
Something About Amelia. 

Working with the statistic that up to 12 per- 
cent of females in America between the ages of 
five to 17 years are sexually victimized, many 
by their fathers, writer William Hanley set the 
scene for 13-year-old Amelia Bennett to confess 
to her school counselor that her father had been 
‘messing around’’ with her for two years. 

ABC, aware of the possible backlash effect 
that might result from the show, tried to 
tastefully handle the presentation. First, Stan- 
dards and Practices head Alfred Schneider set 
down two strict rules before production began: 
there would be no depiction of the incestuous 
act, and there would be no scene in which the 
father was shown going into the daughter’s 
bedroom and closing the door behind him. 

In addition, ABC also set up phone services 
across the nation to provide information about 
incest. The phone numbers were flashed on the 
screen just after the movie’s conclusion. 
Response from the critics and the national au- 
dience was widely favorable. 

In discussing the salutary message of 
Something About Amelia, producer Leonard 
Goldberg said that he hoped the film would 
shatter the previously misunderstood stereotype 
of an incestuous aggressor, that of ‘“‘the 
drunken moron who comes home, beats up his 
wife and rapes his daughter.’’ Instead, Goldberg 
wished to stress through his movie that many 
incest cases occur in middle class, seemingly 
““‘normal’’ families. 

A psychologist hired as a consultant to the 
film, Dr. Stan J. Katz, said in one interview, 
‘The man next door who goes to church and 
gives to charity is sometimes a perpetrator of in- 
cest.”’ 

In Amelia, the circumstances which lead to 
Amelia’s disclosure of the incest incidents sur- 
round her first date. This is very believable, ac- 
cording to Washington D.C. Children’s 
Hospital Division of Child Protection Director 
Joyce N. Thomas. Many times such a rite-of- 
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passage event will prompt the victim to talk to 
someone about the incest, she says. 

Amelia’s father eventually admits his guilt 
and the family undergoes counseling. Katz con- 
sidered this a somewhat idealized ending, since 
child abuse laws and individual incest cases vary 
so much. He also noted that an incest case will 
often lead to the immediate breakup of the fami- 
ly involved. 


With incest so successfully handled on televi- 
sion, the three major networks began work on 
projects dealing with another social problem 
that only recently had attracted wide publicity 
as its occurrence spread: teen suicide. In a re- 
cent U.S. News and World Report study, 
suicide was reported as the second leading cause 
of deaths among people age 15 to 24, after aut- 
mobile accidents. 

CBS was ahead of the other networks in air- 
ing the first movie dealing with teen suicide. 
Silence of the Heart starred Chad Lowe as a 
depressed adolescent whose suicide sends his fic- 
tional mother through a series of psychological 
self-battles resulting from her guilt. Lowe’s 
character immerses himself in the death- 
obsessed poetry of Sylvia Plath, a touch borrow- 
ed from a few actual teen suicide cases. 

CBS also beat the other networks in airing 
the first movie dealing with a teen suicide pact, 
Hear Me Cry. ABC’s Surviving came soon 
after. It not only followed circumstances leading 
up to the suicides, but also spent time concen- 
trating on the traumatic affects on the victim’s 
families after the fact, much like in Silence. 
This plot device virtually divides the movie into 
two halves. But the script’s balance necessarily 
details first the teen’s choice to commit suicide, 
and second the parents’ self-condemning feel- 
ings of failure, thus emphasizing the wide com- 
munication gap that is all too present in such 
cases. 

As with Amelia, ABC spent air-time atter 
Surviving’s ending to flash phone numbers for 
those seeking information. Although not as suc- 
cessful in the ratings as Amelia, Surviving won 
much critical acclaim. 

In observation of the networks’ trend of 
broadcasting socially taboo topics, Esquire con- 
tributing writer Richard Levine noted that 
regardless of the current commercial success of 
such shows, the union of television and socially 
enlightening subject matters will more than 
likely be a lasting one. 
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Treat yourself to the Lifestyle 
of the rich and famous 


implicate the President, but agrees that the 
““me generation’’ may have something to do 
with it. ‘‘But,’’ she adds, ‘‘Reagan is a result of 
that, not the cause of it.’ But the fact remains, 
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our society is putting more and more emphasis 
on material wealth today and is increasingly 
concerned with how to keep up with the 
Joneses. 

Margulies feels that, given time, this trend, 
like others before it, will pass. When? ‘‘Who 
can predict that,’’ Marchetta says, adding, ‘‘it 
will go on until they run out of stories, or until 
something happens to the psyche of the country 
that makes people not want to watch 
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Marchetta agrees that Dynasty does, in fact, 
reinforce America’s values. ‘‘Anything on this 
scale has to,’’ she says, ‘““but I don’t think it 
forms these values. People watch Dynasty 
because they want things and Dynasty shows 
them people who have them.”’ 

The Rich and Famous shows offer an escape 
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The Associated Students is more than a student government. 
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Life is hard and then you die. That’s been my 
philosophy for about 11 months now and it’s 
made life more palatable. When you’re a 24— 
year-old hopeless romantic, that wise phrase 
comes to mind at the end of every lost ski 
weekend and last call for drinks. 

When did I become a hopeless romantic? It hap- 
pened somewhere between birth and high 
school, with Dear Abby lending a helping hand. 

Two of my brothers had something to do 
with it and Ill never forgive them. Mike, one 
year my senior, has been Mr. Personality since 
he could talk. Dennis, one year my junior, is a 
Greek god who has perfected the art of smiling. 
So my early contacts with girls confirmed how- 
great-Mike-is and that I’m-not-as-gorgeous-as- 
Dennis, providing a firm foundation for my in- 
feriority complex. Of course, having braces for 
five years didn’t add much to my sex appeal 
either. 

All through high school I heard about Mike 
and Dennis, while my relationships with girls 
went about as well as pinkon a Porsche. My 
Senior Prom is a good example. A nice candlelit 
dinner, a bottle of sparkling cider (a good year), 
topped off with a cappuccino; then I picked up 
my date. We danced one fast song. On the next 
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one she complained about her feet, so we sat it 
out. I thought it odd that she danced many 
times with other guys, and yet when I asked 
her, she’d just point to her feet. I came to hate 
high heels by the end of that evening, but I did 
break the record for getting a girl home after 
the dance. Thirteen minutes, 43 seconds still 
stands. So take my advice, don’t go to your 
Senior Prom if the only reason is to say you 
went. I spent over $100 and had as much fun as 
Dan Marino did in the Superbowl. Actually, he 
received some physical contact so he had a bet- 
ter time than I. 

When I left for college, my goal was to go 
four years, join a fraternity, meet a sorority girl 
and get married after landing the job of a 
lifetime. This is my fifth year in college, I drop- 
ped out of my fraternity after one semester, and 
I found out sorority girls wanted preppie. My 
style of dress, as I like to put it, is consistently 
inconsistent, and depends on my mood. One 
day I’d be prepped out, the next I’d wear faded 
jeans with holes and a football jersey, but my 
piéce de résistance was a pair of surgeon blues. 
I even went to one final exam wearing a priest’s 
smock. 

I’m an idealist and believe that people should 
like you for who you are, not what you wear. 
But girls are quite leary of dating a guy who 
looks like he thumbed through the yellow pages 
for outfit ideas. 

It was after having many and varied ex- 
periences with women that I decided to go pro- 
fessional. Now to be a Professional Hopeless 
Romantic, you have to ask ‘‘The Question’’ 
daily while watching a sunset on the beach with 
hands clasped firmly behind your back: *‘Can 
love and happiness be found in Southern 
California?’ The sweater, faded jeans and 
sockless running shoes are optional when asking 
this deep and meaningful question. 

Being a PHR usually dictates masochistic ap- 
pearances at the bar scene. Yes, even we profes- 
sionals hit the local watering holes, anticipation 
running as high as the first day of summer 
when ordering a drink and scoping the pro- 
spects. But by the end of the evening my com- 
panions are a tip tray full of quarters and five 
swizzle sticks. Warm, sensitive, Trivial Pursuit 
kind of guys like me who treat women with 
respect, can look forward to a late evening of 
folding laundry,.. while slugs who treat women 
like a discarded beer cap walk out .with Miss 
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America. At this time, a certain Dear Abby col- 
umn rises like the Goodyear blimp in my mind. 

I must have read her column titled, ‘‘What 
qualities do you look for in pets?” Thinking 
she was talking about boyfriends, I followed her 
advice to a tee, and now everytime I meet a girl 
she ends up wanting to pet me. Every one of 
them resort to a one-liner I can recite with 
more convicton than they: 

“Mark, you’re the nicest guy I know and I 
wouldn’t want to do anything to jeopardize our 
relationship. Can I pat you on top of the 
head?”’ 

Then there’s another old standby, just in case 
I get persistent: ‘‘Mark, I like you too much to 
date you.’’ Pat, pat, pat. Run that one by me 
again, pa-leeze! 

The tragedy of being a PHR is confirmed 
every time I turn on the radio -- every young 
person’s lifeline to reality. I get those radio sta- 
tions that let lovers request songs and tell what 
they like about the person they’re going with. 

““Well, Tom and I have been seeing each 
other now for about three days and I want to 
have his baby.”’ 

“Mindy and I have been going together for 
two months and even though we only see each 
other during second period in Spanish, I know 
she’s the one for me.”’ 

Listening to them makes me feel like I just 
swallowed a warm beer with cigarette butts 
floating in it. I mean, where’s the romance! 
Where’s that chance Certs encounter in movie 
lines! Or even getting stuck in a spring shower 
under a restaurant awning with a beautiful 
woman. I don’t know, maybe it’s just me. 

I suspect there’s a lot of other hopeless 
romantics scattered around, but we’re hard to 
spot, since we keep our feelings hidden by jok- 
ing and laughing a lot. We’re waiting for that 
day when our lives mirror a Hallmark Valen- 
tines Day card, all beautiful but a little out of 
focus. 

Maybe you’ve seen someone fitting that 
description sitting alone in an apres-ski lounge. 
Maybe you saw me. But if it happened to be a 
girl, and you find out she likes good wine, con- 
versation, soft music and a glowing fireplace, 
send her to Southern California and have her 
ask for Mark. If it’s dusk, direct her to the 
beach. I’ll be the one in the sweater and jeans 
with my hands in my back pockets, keeping my 
distance from girls who want to pat my head. 


TRAVELPAK 


YOUR PERSONAL INVITATION TO SAVE ON JET AMERICA. 


TRAVELPAK. Our unique way of intro- 
ducing Jet America to frequent travelers at 
big savings. Six one-way flight coupons. No 
restrictions. No blackout dates. No waiting 
in line. You'll always have your ticket to any 
city we serve. Last minute changes? No 
problem. There's no cancellation or service 
charges. First Class upgrades are only $100 
per flight. And because TRAVELPAK 
flight coupons are transferable, you can 


take along a friend or business associate. 


TRAVELPAK is a great way to save money 
while you enjoy all the personal care and 
attention of Jet America. So, do yourself a 
personal favor and call your Travel Agent 
or Jet America today. Sales are limited and 
prices may change without notice. 


TRAVELPAK, another personal touch 
from Jet America. 
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Graduation 
Requirements. 


We all know it’s a long hard road to graduation and there are plenty of 
requirements needed to get that diploma. But one of the main requirements 
you face, both as a student and as a graduate is having a dependable place 
to bank. 

Home Bank fulfills that need. For 33 years we have provided a full service 
community bank to the Long Beach area. Headquartered in Signal Hill, Home 
Bank has eleven branch offices serving communities throughout Southern 
California, with total assets over $215,000,000. 

Our wide range of services includes checking accounts with special 
features, savings accounts, time certificates, IRA and other high yield savings 
plans. In addition we offer a variety of low cost loans and 24-hour banking 
with our Automatic Teller Machines. 

So make a visit to our office one of your requirements for graduation and 
that new career that lies ahead. 


2633 Cherry Ave 
Signal Hill CA. 90806 
(213) 426-8166 


HOME 
BANK 


Member FDIC 


Office locations include: Brea, Fountain Valley, Hacienda Heights, Los Alamitos, 
Paramount, Redondo Beach, Westminster, Signal Hill, 
Manhattan Beach, Lynwood and Irvine. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 


